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WHITMAN DELIVERS : 

e». | NAACP calls BLACK 
ONAFRICAN AMERICAN (6) e S 

HISTORY ` : 


TRENTON, NJ (AP)—Gov. 
Christie Whitman went to school last 
week to deliver a copy of the New 
Jersey African American curricu- 
lum guide at a ceremony in a 
classroom at Trenton Central High 
School. 

The guide will be part of 
Whitman's core curriculum stan- 
dards that are part of her school 
funding law, The standards show. 
what students should learn, but 
schools have the freedom to decide 
how they're taught. 

The 197-page guide, however, 
did not begin with the Whitman 
administration. It is 10 years in the 
making, dating back to former Gov. 
Thomas H. Kean. 

Whitman told the high school 
Students she hopes the guide will 
help them "understand and appreci- 
ate cultural diversity. | truly want us 
to reach the point where we're not 
scared of our differences.” 

Trenton Mayor Douglas Palmer, 
the capital city's first black chief 
executive, said when he attended 
‘school, there were few lessons 
about black history."All we were 
told was 'the Negroes were 
Slaves," said Palmer, who re- 
minded the students thatNew York 
City’s first black mayor, David 
Dinkins, grew up in Trenton. 

The guide was delivered Mon- 
day to the state’s 1,000 high 
schools. 


NATIONAL WOMEN 
‘ORGANIZATIONS LAUNCH 
CAMPAIGN IN SUPPORT 
OF ALEXIS HERMAN 


At a press conference on Feb. 
26, 1997 several of the nation’s 
largest women's organizations and 
other political supporters, launched 
a campaign urging senate confirma- 
tien hearings for Alexis Herman, the. 
nominee for US Secretary of Labor. 

Herman is the only Clinton 
cabinet nominee who has not yet 
had a confirmation hearing sched- 
uled. Sen. Carol Mosely-Braun 
(D-IL) says she has been unable to 
ascertain the reason for the hesita- 
tion from neither republican nor 
democratic senators. Dr. Dorothy 
Height, president of the National 
Council of Negro Women said there 
should be no doubt about Herman's 
confirmation. "Alexis is well quali- 
fied professionally and 
personally...She knows how to get 
the job done and she knows what is 
needed in the Black community.” 

There is much speculation that 
Sen. Jeffers (R-VT), chair of the 
Senate Hearing Committee, will 
soon set a hearing date for the 
week of March 10. 


DEATH ROW PRESIDENT 
SENTENCED TO NINE 
YEARS IN PRISON 

LOS ANGELES (AP)—Death Row 
Records president Marion “Suge” 
Knight will continue to run the 
company from jail, despite being 
sentenced to nine years in prison 
for violating probation. 

“Death Row Records will go 
on,” Knight's lawyer David Kenner 
said Friday. “Death Row is a 
movement, and it will continue to 
go under the direction of Mr. 
Knight.” 

Superior Court Judge J. 
‘Stephen Czuleger gave Knight the 
maximum sentence February 28. 

“You blew it,” Czuleger said. 
"You really had everything going 
for you. The problem is, you have 
engaged over the years in one 
thing that Causes me grave 
concern ... and that is the danger 
element." 

Czuleger ruled last year that 
Knight violated his probation by 
taking part in a fight at a Las Vegas. 
hotel on Sept. 7. Hours later, Tupac 
Shakur was shot in a drive-by 
attack as he rode in Knight's car. 
The rapper died six days later. 

Knight has said he intervened to 
break up the brawl but Czuleger 
decided he was an aggressor. 

Knight was sentenced to five. 
years of probation in 1995 after 
pleading no contest to assaulting 
two rappers at a Hollywood 
recording studio three years 
earlier. A judge revoked his 
probation in November and sent 
him to jail. 


BY Paul Shepard 
Associated Press Writer 


WASHINGTON, DC (AP)—The 
NAACP called for a boycott of Holi- 
day Inn, Best Western and other lead- 
ing hotel chains Wednesday, assail- 
ing the lodging industry's record in 
the hiring and promoting of blacks. 
The boycott is the first step in a 
broader effort to maximize black buy- 
ing power in corporate America, said 
NAACP President Kweisi Mfume. 
“African Americans spend more 
than $4 billion annually on travel and 


WASHINGTON, DC—National 
Urban League President Hugh Price 
have praised the nation’s lawmakers 


Urban Po 


By Ronald Blum 
AP Sports Writer 


NEW YORK (AP)— Baseball dedi- 
cated its 1997 season to Jackie 
Robinson last week and will donate $1 
million to the foundation established 
for the player who broke the sport’s 
color line 50 years ago. 

“It was baseball’s proudest mo- 
ment then. It’s still baseball’s proud- 
estmoment, and I believe it will always 
be baseball’s proudest moment,” act- 
ing commissioner Bud Selig said. 
“Should it have come earlier? Cer- 
tainly. There never should have been 


By Daryle Lamont Jenkins 


PLAINFIELD—For pastsix years, 
students from all over the country 
have participated in a competition for 
engineering students called Project 
FIRST (For Inspiration and Recogni- 
tion of Science and Technology). This 
year will be the first competition for 
students at Plainfield High School who 
will participate in the Mid-Atlantic 
Competiton at Rutgers University on 
March. s 


In the FIRST events, students 
have six weeks to construct robots 
that they will enter in competition 
against entries from other schools. 
The entries are required to perform 
various tasks to display their abilities 
in regional elimination matches, such 
as hurling inner tubes at a rotating 
metal tripod, or piling inflated balls in 
container. The vietors ofthe regionals 
go on to the national 


lodging, with much of this going to the _ 
lodging industry,” Mfume said. "The | 
lodging industry has an abysmal 
record of including African Ameri-. 
cans in all aspects of its operations." | 


hains had declined to cooperate with 
le group's survey of black employ- 
es and managers. 

Craig Smith, a vice president for 
oliday Inn public relations, said the 
Mfume urged people “to immedi- refusal to give detailed information 
ately exercise personal responsibility "about hotel operations had nothing to 
and use our consumer guide" when do with a lack of commitment to equal 
planning business trips and vacations. opportunity. 
Without prompting, he added: “A se- 


lective boycott _ yes. It means exact 
that. Punish, quite frankly, our em: 
emies.” 


Some hotel representatives des fft 
fended their record on black hiring, | 
and said they were not enemies of the | 
NAACP. A majority of the 10 targeted | 


“We support the work and spirit 
if the NAACP but politely declined to 
give them that data,” Smith said. “ We 
jon’t provide data on our operations 
anyone.” 
“We have a good story to tell,” 
itid Anne Curtis of the Choice Hotels 


and President Clinton for making edu- 4 fputi « éducation system, which he 


Urban League President Hugh Price calls for support of put 


Baseball dedicates 


a barrier." 
Ata news conference attend: 
by Robinson's widow, Rachel, Selig 
said: 

;all major and minor league plf; 
ers and all major league umpires Wi 


this season; 

» all teams will use balls wi 
commemorative logo in their 
openers; 

+ 100,000 gold and 200,000 fi 
commemorative coins will be s¢ld by 
the U.S. Mint; 

steams will show Robinsor video 
spots created by filmmaker Spike Lee 
on their stadium ard tele- 


cation a top priority and urged them to 
find solutions to preserve the nation’s. 


“said is in danger of becoming extinct, 

rticularly in urban areas. However, 
‘Price said voucher plans, which many 
in Congress support, could under- 
mine a shared societal responsibility’ 


in educating all of the nation’s chil- 
P dren. 


“Vouchered schools do not play 
By the same rules governing admis- 
sions, discipline and expulsion. What's 
most offensive, vouchers could sub- 
sidize the flight of white students. The 
persistence of unofficial segregation 


NAACP Executive Director Kweisi 
Mfume 


Urban League calls for support of 
public schools, parent involvement 


Urban League President Hugh Price lauds o makers for *not giving up" on public schools 


who chronically lag behind, to glo- 
bally-accepted standards." 

Price was joined by some of the 
nation’s leading educators who looked 
at realities and presented new solu- 
tions at the NUL forum, A No Excuses 
Era in Public Education: Standards for 
the 21st Century at the National Press 
Chub. 

In addition to asking for support 
from political leaders, he called on 
parents to shoulder more responsibil- 
ity for their children. "It's time for 
parents to get involved and ensure 


‘withoutunderwriting itwithtaxpayer's 
money,” said Price. 
The Urban League president 


© praised President Clinton for issuing a 


“call to action” to make America's 
education system the envy of the 
world. “Answering that call is the 
nt domestic challenge facing the 
i,” Mr: Price said, “and the stiff- 
est—and most compelling—task is to 
lift inner-city and rural youngsters, 


eason to 


» the All-Star game in Cleveland 
will be dedicated to Larry Doby, the 
first black player in the American 
League, and he will be honorary cap- 
tain of the AL team. 

“The residue of racism is still with 
us and the struggle is still on,” Rachel 
Robinson said. “We need to have a 
vision and we need to have a plan.” 

When Robinson made his big 
league debut for the Brooklyn Dodg- 
ers on April 15, 1947, he became the 
first black in the major leagues since 
Moses Fleetwood Walker of Toledo 
inthe American Association in 1884. 

President Clinton said he will at- 
tend at Shea Stadium on 


raat i 
vision broadcasts; 


April 15 to mark the anniversary and 


teacher and advisor, Jeremy A. Dudley, 


Farrad Harding, Jasmine Cooney. Kneeling: 'Omalirond, Alease Scott, Stephanie Foster, 


Shanaphia Hicks. 


joined by Watchung Hills Regional 
High School, Bound Brook High 
School, Hunterdon Central High 
School, and Plainfield. Plainfield; how- 
ever, is at a slight disavantage. The 
other schools have gained corporate 

ip from ions like 


in EPCOT Center in Orlando, Florida. 
Somerset County Vo-Tech and 
Hillsbourogh High School were the 
first schools in New Jersey to take part 


in the competiton. This year they are 


Ethicon and General Public Utilities. 
The students at PHS are going at it 
without such support, although 
Rutgers University has worked with 
them in the construction of their robot, 


through Dr. Madara Ogot and stu- 
dents from the School of Engineering, 
and the South Plainfield Home Depot 
donated carpet for the Robot Practice 
area, 

The project, nonetheless is hav- 
ing a profound effect on the students. 
“[ think it’s a great experience for 
everybody,” said Junior Alease Scott, 
who was in charge of parts and helped 
design the logo which adorns the ro- 
bot. "It’s definitely something we will 


that their young: come to school 
ready to learn. Time for community 
groups and employers to create a cli- 
mate of support and opportunity that 
steers young people clear of destruc- 
tive temptation—and toward lifelong 
success.” 

Price’s assertions were supported 
by forum participant Dr. Lawrence 
Steinberg, professor at. Temple Uni 


See PRICE CALLS FOR /page 10 


Robinson 


will speak from the field during the 
game between the Los Angeles Dodg- 
ers and the New York Mets. 

“The Robinson challenge was not 
just to the pitcher, but to society as a 
whole,” said NL president Len 
Coleman, the chairman of the Jackie 
Robinson Foundation. 

“He was my hero, my champion. 
He carried my every hope and aspira- 
tion on his shoulders,” said Coleman, 
who was inspired by Robinson when 
he was young and has become 
baseball’s point man in organizing the 
tributes. 

Selig said baseball will make a 


See BASEBALL/page 2 


Plainfield High School students 
participate in a competition 


not forget. I’ve never really consid- 
ered engineering before, but I think (it) 
will be a very good field for me to get 
into.” Farrad Harding, also a Junior, 
has already planned for a career in 
computer engineering, and this project 
simply reinforced his goals. “I learned 
a lot,” he said. “You have to think to 
do this kind of work. 
“I thought it was great,” said Dr. 

Gail Van Ekeren of the project, who as 
a physics teacher along with Mr. 
Matthew Zullo guided the students in 
their robot's construction. “I really 
like the interaction with Rutgers and 
the fact that several of their students 
realize how very talented they are, 
something I've known all along." 

Whether or not they win the 
regionals or the national competiton. 
down the line, Plainfield High School 
is getting the most out of the experi- 
ence, and they intend to be a part of 
future competitions, Sophmore Omar 
Strond says he has three years to go 
in high school and he already has 
plans for the next robot, jokingly 
sugessting that the next one will be 
something out of the futuristic car- 
toon “Voltron”. “I liked the opportu- 
nity to use my mind,” he said 


PRESS 


170 Years Long - 
170 Years Strong 


Part I 


History is defined as the recorded 
events of the past - given the fact that 
the basic freedoms, upon which 
America was built, were denied our 
ancestors, make it an even greater 
testament of unparalleled creativity, 
ingenuity and strength to our lineage 
and their ability to persevere. We 
celebrate the 170th anniversary of 
the Black Press for not only record- 
ing the events of the past, but more 
importantly, taking an active role in 
the shaping offuture’ events for the 
survival and ultimate betterment of 
our community. 


John B. Russwurm - (1799-1851, 
Born in Jamaica, British West 
Indies) Attended school in Canada 
andthenentered Bowdoin College 
in Maine. He graduated in 1826, 
becoming one of two Afro-Ameri- 
cans to receive an American col- 
lege-level degree. With Rev.Samuel 
Cornish, he founded and edited 
Freedom' s Journal in New York. 


The roots of America's Black 
press are planted firmly in the soil of * 
the church as evidenced by the events 
thattook place one Sunday morning in 
November, 1787. A gathering of Black 
parishioners had come to predomi- 
nately White St. George's Methodist 
Episcopal Church, an edifice they had 
helped build, to worship. As the min- 
ister,aBlack mannamedRichard Allen, 
began the opening prayer, a distur- 
bance interrupted the solemnity of the 
moment. A White usher was insisting 
that all Black worshipers remove them- 
selves from the first floor to the bal- 


y. 

Allen decided to lead the entire 
Black assemblage out of the sanctu- 
ary and into history in the first nonvio- 
lent public demonstration by African- 
Americans. Among those joining the 
demonstration was another minister, 
Absalom Jones, the first Black person 
to be ordained in the United States. 
After the walk-out, Allen founded the 
Mother Bethel African Methodist 
Episcopal Church (A.M.E.). Jones, an 
Episcopalian, tounded the first Afri- 
can Church of St. Thomas because he 
preferred the Anglican form of wor- 
ship. Despite their sectarian differ- 
ences, Allen and Jones were instru- 
mental in organizing Philadelphia’s 
Free African Society and joined with 
James Forten, a wealthy Black 
sailmaker, in circulating petitions at- 
tacking discrimination and segrega- 
tion in that city 

With a tradition of church support 
as the cultural, social, political, and 
communications center in the commu- 
nity, it was not uncommon for early 
publishers and editors of the Black 


Cornish, aclergyman, along with John 
B. Russwurm were the cofounders of 
the first Black newspaper in the United 
States, Freedom ‘s Journal. This flag- ` 
ship tour de force contained articles 
on culture, special interest features 
and entertainment, demonstrating that 
African-Americans were a wellrounded 
and diverse people. 

The paths of John B. Russwurm 
and Reverend Samuel Cornish crossed 
ata pivotal momentin history, earning 
them a significant place in the annals 
of American journalism. The impetus 
for this distinction stemmed 

See BLACK PRESS/page8 
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WAYNE—interactive television (ITV) 
course can be taken at William Pater- 
son College, Hasbrouck Heights High 
School, Westwood High School, or 
School #26 in Paterson. For more 
information, call 201-595-2436. 


THROUGH MAY 10 


JERSEY CITY—Jersey City State Col- 
lege will offer a preparation course for 
the NJ Real Estate Salesperson's 
(Agent) Licensing Examination on Sat- 
p.m. on the JCSC. 
campus at 2039 Kennedy Blvd, For 
further information call (201) 200-3089. 


THROUGH MAR. 27 


UPPER MONTCLAIR—An eight-week 
"English as Second Language" program 
is being offered at Montclair State Uni- 
versity. Registration will be held on 
Jan. 13 and 15. For more information 
call (201) 655-4353. 


THURSDAY, MARCH 6 


BELLE MEAD—‘Sexual Compulsion/ 
Addiciton" will be presented at 12 in the 
Atkinson Amphitheater at Carrier Foun- 
dation. For more information, call 908- 
281-1461. 


SATURDAY, MARCH 8 


EDISON—JFK Advantage is sponsor- 
ing a day trip to the Philadelphia Flower 
Show. For more information, call 800- 
222-3116. 


EAST ORANGE—The NJ Million Man 
March Coalition will have a statewide 
general meeting 4pm at St. John's 
Masonic Lodge, 428 Central Ave. For 
more information call (609) 365-1346. 


MONDAY, MARCH 10 


NEWARK—Black Women Speak Out 
‘on Welfare Forum at the Centre. For 
more information, call 201-624-6400. 


WEDNESDAY, MARCH 12 


NEWARK—Free infection control 
course for EMTs and resistered nurses. 
In the radiology conference room of 
Saint Michael's Medical Center. For 


Community Calendar 


PEOPLE 
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more information, call 201-877-5094. 
THURSDAY, MARCH 13 


NEW BRUNSWICK—Seminar on Navi- 
gating the “Medicare-Medicaid Maze" 1 

m at the New Jersey Law Center. For| 
more information, call 908-249-5000. 


MARCH 18,-APRIL 29 


SOMERVILLE—Printmaking classes 
for Young adults at the Printmaking 
Council. For more information, call 
908-725-2110. 


MARCH 21-MAY 2 


SOMERVILLE—Printmaking classes 
for children six through nine at the 
Printmaking Council. For more infor-| 
mation, call 908-725-2110. 


SUNDAY, MARCH 23 


BRANCHBURG—Children’s Fashion 
Show and Tea Party. At the Edward. 
Nash Theatre, Raritan Valley Commu- 
nity College. For more information, call 
908-725-3420. 


MONDAY, MARCH 24 


UNION—Seminar, “Recognizing Signs 
and Symptoms of Substance Abuse" at 
Union Hospital's Community Services 
Center. For more information, call 908- 
686-6644. 


WATCHUNG—Black and White Print 
spotting Workshop for Photographers. 
Atthe Watchung Arts Center. For more 
information, call 908-647-0938. 


THURSDAY, APRIL 1 
JERSEY CITY—Classes beginning for 


Tai Chi Chaun, an acient martial art, at 
Hudson County Community. College. 


a ‘Summit Bank, Pathmark 


one stop! 


Celebrating the Grand opening of the Summit Bank in-store branch 
located within the Pathmark Supermarket at 281-295 Ferry Road in 
Newark are ( from left to right): Fran Ladzinski, regional manager of in 
- store banking, Summit Bank; Steve Emr, regional president, Summit 
Bank; Tony Santarpia, store manager, Pathmark Supermarket; Honor- 
able Mayor Sharpe James; and Anthony McKenzie, Newark in-store 
branch manager. 


all 201-714-1735 
APRIL 3- MAY 1 


MONTCLAIR—The Urban League is 
offering a free homebuyers course for 
people who want to purchase a home. 
Graduates will earn a certificate that 
will help them qualify for a mortage. 5 
estesa ay Urban League of 

issex County. For more information, 
call 201-624-9535. 


Union County honors youth 
services commission 


UNION COUNTY—The Union Advisory Council on Juvenile Jus- 
County Youth Services Commission tice, the County Family Court Judges, 
was honored by the Boardof Chosen representatives from state agencies 
FPrécholtlurs for the outstanding job involved in the reform initiative, the 
didi Juvenile Detention Association and 


FAX your events to 908-754-1036. 


they 
ment the ru State/Community 
Partnership Grant Program in the 


the Family Part of the Administrative 
Office of the Courts,” said Freeholder 
Cohen, liaison to the Youth Services 


New Jersey 


community service 


Newark Airport Marriott 


Who are the 
100 Most Influential 
in New Jersey? 


Individuals who contribute significantly to the 
progress of black people in the state of 


* Individuals who use their success to uplift the 
black communities of New Jersey 

* Individuals who use their positions to promote 
good corporate citizenship 


Individuals who selflessly do extraordinary 


Individuals who not only understand the critical 
importance of rebuilding New Jersey’s urban 
communities, but also commit significant time 


and resources to urban revitalization 


May 1, 1997 
City News and AT&T 


present 


The 2nd Annual 
City News 


100 Most Influentia! 


For tickets and information call 
(908) 754-3400 


6:00 p.m. - 11:00 p.m. 


County, which aids troubled and 


at-risk youths, according to Free-, Commission, “It is truly a major ac- 
holder Carol Cohen. The Youth Ser: — complishment that the members of 
vices Commission is responsible for ¢ Youth Services commission 
funneling money from the NJ De- ched these goals, and they deserve 
partment of Human Services to local; ' t@ be honored and recognized for an 
projects and recommends how pro- tstanding job.” — — —  — — 
sramsareimplementedintheCouny | The Youth Services Commission 
affecting juveniles. plan also calls forimplementing vari- 

picea tor ais ete d Ous programs for the troubled and 
by thestate and developed withinput 4t-risk youths such as job training, 
from the chairs of the njne working, education, including G. 


groups that comprise the Governor's || bêling and home detention. 


§ m 
From left are Robert Fitzpatrick of Kenilworth, Family Court; Robert 
Blount, Department of Human Services; Rica Alexander of North Plain- 
field, Family Court; Linda Wood of Elizabeth, Union County CART; 
Freeholder Cohen; Joan Collins of Cranford, Catholic Community Ser- 
vices; Jim Eddleton of Linden, Department of Human Services; Deborah 
White of Cranford, Union County Prosecutor's Office, and former com- 
mission member Joe Lee. Not present were William Eisert, Esq., Anita 


FORT MONMOUTH, NJ — Pic- 


YOUR WEEKLY HOROSCOPE 


BY MISS ANNA 

IF THIS WEEKIS YOUR BIRTHDAY: It seems as if you are working harder 
than ever lately. And that each task requires twice the time and effort it would 
normally take. There is alot of pressure on you, both in the workplace and at home. 
Take the extra time to look after yourself. 

ARIES: (March 21-April 20) 

Your manner is quite pleasing and others see you as being accepting - don't let 
them down. This week will probably showcase your determined spirit; when you 
have something to fight for you win. A close friend needs advice without criticism. 

TAURUS: (April 21 - May 21) 

Follow your ti i ions you 
have no real experience with. Be candid in your relationships, it looks as if the lines 
of communications are a bit snagged. It’s time to discuss your plans for the future. 

GE! (May 22 - June 21) 

You tend to worry about money and would be better off being careful how you 
spend discretionary income, Think big this week. Your charming self will open new 
doors for you - everyone wants you around, because everyone likes to feel good. 
You'll accomplish alot. 

CANCER: (une 22 - July 23) 

You need to get things done, but 
program - looks like you're on your own. Pay attention to a close friend who gives 
you some truly constructive suggestions on how to handle your finances. Home is 
your refuge - you'll be spending more time there. 

EO: (July 24- August 23) 
Your ability to be objective will help you to resolve a fairly sticky situation 
"t 


your 
Guard against intense feelings of jealousy, there puc mp 
reactions. 

VIRGO: (August 24 - September 23) 

Disappointments in your lovelife are painful, but you realize that you are not at 
fault for what happened. Don't drive yourself too hard at work week, because » 
won't dit due, Youare i 
plans already made. 

LIBRA: — (September 24 - October 23) 

Keep yourself busy this A change 
is coming in the near future. C i wit 
those you love - try to spend more quality time with them. Your sense of humor is 
infectious to others. 

SCORPIO: (October 24 - November 22) 

However hard it may be, p tobe charitable to those who give you hard time, 
Your warm and 
Nase. vorab ps flow ‘of mee s wo be 
channeled into a worthwhile project. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 23 - December 21) 

Finish up old projects at home and in the workplace, before starting new ones 
- or everything will catch up with you, You'll accomplish alot and people will be 
caught up in your enthusiasm. If you have been quarreling with family members, its 
time to set things straight, 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 - January 20) 

There will be plenty of variety, so there’s little chance of being bored. Both 
friendship and group endeavors will dominate - your ability to cooperate comes in 
handy. Any goals you set will be achieved. Are your expectations in romance 
realistic? 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 - February 19) 

Spend time working on routine matters, and you will be surprised how well the 
week will go. It’ you may be under pi /orkplace, butthat 
never d you down; continue at your own pace. Ask a close friend for financial 
advi 


PISCES: (February 20 - March 20) 

Family issues are most on your mind. Older people depend on you for certain 
feedback. Your thinking maybe just a bit fuzzy, and you are inclined to go off on 
flights of fancy - it’s okay todo so. Your jealousy of a mate is tack your cog). 


BIG hosts luncheon 


the play “Ajoyo - A Celebration of 
African American History” was per- 
formed by Imani Productions in Pru- 
dence Auditorium. 


by Avery Grant 


tured are Major General Gerard P. 
Brohm, Commander of the United 
States Communications Electronics 
Command and Fort Monmouth and 
Ruby Howard, Chairperson for Eth- 
nic Luncheons during Black History 
Month. The buffet luncheon included 
fried chicken, roast pork, barbecue, 
fried catfish, ham hocks and collard. 
greens, rice, sweet potatoes and an 
assortment of desserts and was served 
at Lane Hall. Howard, a long Branch 
resident, retired as acivilianemployee 
in September 1996, but continues to 
volunteer on the fort’s Black Em- 
ployment Program committee. She is 
also a life member of The MEN- 
pu the forts chapter of Blacks In 
. Prior to the luncheon, 


Pestcoe, Darrell Hatchett, Jill Tom C Judge 
Rudolph Hawkins, Jr., Joseph Boge, Fred Bostel, Susan Demetros, 


and Victoria Moreno. ir 
eeccccccceeoccccode 


: African Wood Masks: 
: in New Jersey | : 
© € 500Pcs.—$20ea.@ 9ft. Women—$8,000 @ | Spears—$40 ea. H 

€ Old Masks—$150 ea.@ Ek igures—$: 400 ° 
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_ | for a new round of shows. 


Spike Lee does deal with Columbia Pictures 


LOS ANGELES (AP)— Filmmaker Spike Lee is going bicoastal. 

Lee (“Malcolm X,” “Do the Right Thing”) has made a production deal 
with Columbia Pictures, the studio said Friday. Lee will keep an office on 
Columbia's suburban Culver City lot in addition to his New York office. 

“The first job I ever had in the film industry was an eight-week internship 
at Columbia Pictures straight out of Morehouse College. It feels great to be 
back," Lee said in a statement. 

Lee's most recent film, "Get on the Bus," was from Columbia. His long- 
term, "first-look" deal with Columbia calls for him to write, direct and 
produce movies for the studio, 


Michael won't return Osmonds call 


NEW YORK (AP)—Michael Jackson isnot returning Donny Osmond’s 
phone calls anymore. 

“I’ve lost contact with Michael, ever since ‘Bad’ came out,” Osmond 
said Friday on the “Fox After Breakfast” program. “I tried to call a couple 
of times, just to wish him my best and support for all of the problems he’s 
gone through.” 

Years ago the two would chit-chat often about the drudgery of child 
stardom. Osmond, like Jackson, burst into the spotlight as a lead singer for 


a family act. 

Butas th Jackson et tic 
surgeries, fought child molestation charges and saw the birth of ue son. 
Osmond played Las Vegas. 


“We wish we could have been normal,” said Osmond, 39. “And how we 
wish we could have just gone outside and had friends because we never had 
that opportunity. We never had the chance.” 


Naomi collapses in London 


LONDON (AP)—Naomi Campbell was hospitalized after collapsing, 
with stomach pains in a London street, a newspaper reported. 

The British model was on her way to dinner Thursday night when she| 
doubled over with pain, the London Evening Standard reported Friday. 

Campbell was tested for appendicitis, but there was no word on what 
exactly caused her attack. 

“She was in a lot of pain this morning but they epar to stabilize her,”| 
Miranda Denoff of Elite Premier 

Campbell, 26, 


le of day: ing to Italy| 
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Now there's a full service Summit Bank inside the 
Newark Pathmark supermarket. It offers the most 
convenient banking imaginable. You can open a CD, 
apply for a loan, and manage all your banking— right 
where you shop. It’s even open weeknights, Saturdays 
and Sundays to fit your busy schedule. 


To celebrate the convenience, please join us for our 
Grand Opening Celebration. There'll be a sensational 
Supermarket Sweepstakes and you could win a terrific 
family vacation or $100 worth of free groceries. 


There are lots of special banking deals, too. Just 
open a Summit Bank Regular or Interest Checking 
account and you'll receive a free gift, plus be eligible for 
the terrific banking offers below. So stop by our Grand 
Opening Celebration and see How easy it is to bank 
where you shop. For morg information, just give us a 
call at 1-800-282-BANK. 


Reach Higher 


Summit 


New branch location inside the Pathmark at: 


ME 251-295 Ferry Street 
Pathmark. 


Newark, NJ 07105 


Bm: (01) 465-8995 


i 
Terrific longer banking hours: 


Monday - Friday 10am - 8pm * Saturday 10am - 6pm * Sunday 10am - 


* Borrow up to $5,000 for 
| Home Improvements 
* Little or no credit history 
required 
L0 * Special Low Rates 


-Year" HOME IMPROVEMENT LOANS FOR h 
Home Equity WAT RENTERS AND HOMEOWNERS 18-mont CD 
hosti Bio p P anie Minimum Deposit $1,000; 


higher incomes. Certain restrictions appl. Penalty ray videl. Avail with opening ofa quls Summit Bank checking account 
Tena cons on New Accounts ea 


* Above rate apples o loans $2500 and over. Rae Includes a 1% reduction fr 
leduc na 


** Payment example: For every $1,000 borrowed at 7.35% APR, your monthly 
payment ud be $19.96. For other amounts 
and terms different rates apply. Supermarket Branch Only) 
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cient funds.” 


less crime! 


communities. 


help them keep the dream alive. 


Dr. King: a Celebration of Hope 


Each year, as we celebrate Dr. Martin King’s birthday and reflect on his 
speech “i Have a Dream,” it fills many of us with hope, at times, anger and 
anew sense of determination. It gives us hope because he shared his dream 
and the realization that America’s promise was a check marked, “insuffi- 


Dr. King gave of his vision of what America should and could be like. 
We believed the dream! It fills us with anger because his assassination 
seemed to be the devil’s way of denying us King’s vision or ever seeing the 
dream become a reality. It angers so many of us because we see, since his 
death, that rather than moving to accomplish the dream, America still wants 
us to accept a check with insufficient funds. 

It angers us because we know that if there was as much energy put into 
building schools to create achievement as there is put into building prisons, 
we would move further toward achieving Dr. King’s dream. There would be 


We know that if there was as much effort put into creating capital for 
expanding and growing businesses, there would be more jobs and less 
welfare! We know that if there was as much effort put into rebuilding urban 
centers and creating wealth in those centers, there would be less poverty and 
the agencies serving the poor could benefit from the strength of their own 


Our anger can fuel positive action, making us determined to see the 
dream passed on to our children so they may strive to make it a reality. It 
is imperative, now, more than ever that our children know the hope and 
God's promise to take us to the mountain top that Dr. King shared. We must 


Judges should face taxpayers 


We taxpayers should be thankful that we have such generous "judges" 
who have never been elected by the taxpayers but are appointed mainly by 
corrupt politicians. As a businessman, I see that 400 state court judges who 
earn $100,000 a year just received a 15 percent raise by Governor Whitman. 
When told that they would have to pay nearly $1,500 year toward their health 


insurance, they threatened a lawsuit. 


Itis time these judges face the taxpayers. Being appointed instead of being 
elected caused them to be arrogant and above the law. 


Professor Frank C. Marmo (Retired) 


A voice from the hill 
where the jobs are 


By George Wilson 


These days it’s quite popular for 
the President and other politicians to 
speak in glowing terms about moving 
people from welfare to employment. 
‘This wishful thinking worked its way 
into the landscape after the so-called 
welfare reform bill was passed by 

+ Congress and signed into law by Presi- 
dent Clinton. 

+ Iknow weall function in our own 
little corners of the world, but for the 
life of me, I couldn’t seem to see 
where all of these jobs were located. 
Surely the President and Congress in 
their collective wisdom had some- 
thing in mind when they talked about 
jobs. 


It wasn’t until I happened to pick 
yp a copy of a magazine called In 
$ These Times that I found out where 
! one can find ajob, regardless of train- 
ting in America’s fastest growing in- 
lustry -- the corrections business. 

There are no shortage of workers 
in the prison industry. According to a 
{report recently released by the 
| Washington-based Sentencing 
Project, over 50 percent of the nation’s 
$ jail cells are occupied by African- 
: Americans. When one listens to the 
rhetoric that is casually thrown about 
$ on Capitol Hill, it seems quite obvi- 
+ ous that more African Americans will 
$ find themselves in the prison system 
3 serving time in privately-owned fa- 
: cilities. This moveto privately-owned 
ils came to Washington when it was 

agreed that a part of the correctional 
‘system would be sold to a private 
‘concern for over $50 million. 

4: According to the In These Times 
‘article, several dozen companies are 
‘now in the business of building and 
‘operating prisons. Among them are 
: the Wackenhut Correction Corpora- 
‘tion (which even made the presti- 
1 gious Forbes list as one of the nation’s 

“200 best small companies” because 

of its impressive growth) and the 
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Correction Corporation of America. 
But, what does all of this have to do 
with jobs? The quick answer is plenty. 

Inmates are performing all types 
of tasks that they wouldn’t get the 
chance to do on the outside. For in- 
stance, in New Mexico, some prison- 
ers take hotel reservations by tele- 
phone; in Ohio, prisoners are making 
parts for Honda; some inmates make 
prescription eye wear and others even 
test the blood of their fellow inmates 
for major medical firms. 

These tasks are generally per- 
formed at less than minimum wage 
and in some cases, companies are 
closing plants on the outside and relo- 
cating their operations inside prison 
walls. And even when prisoners are 
paid minimum wage, in at least one 
instance, 80 percent of those wages 
are taken out by the prison for room 
and board and other fees. This ar- 
rangementinthe nation’s correctional 
facilities has a striking resemblance 
to an era and a practice we allegedly 
thoughthad been ended by “The Great 
Emancipator.” 

With yet another crime bill being 
bandied around in legislative circles 
and the clamor to “lock ‘em up” in- 
creasing, the number of workers will 
only grow. Just consider that 12 states 
and the District of Columbia incar- 
cerate African Americans at a rate of 
more than 10 times that of whites. 
Such figures make me think of a line 
from one of comedian Richard Pryor's 
monologues, in which he describes 
the justice system as being comprised 
of "just us.” 


P. 


Q; 


MARCH 5 - MARCH 11,1997 


Beyond the O.J. decision black vs. white Justice 


By Dr. Manning Marable 
Along the Color Line 


This is not a column about O. J, 
Simpson’s personal tragedy. It is not 
an examination of his 1996 criminal 
trial, which found him not guilty, or 
his recent civil trial, which estab- 
lished his responsibility for the deaths, 
of Nicole Brown Simpson and Ron 
Goldman. Neither is it about the mer- 
its or weaknesses of the prosecution’s 
case, nor the sudden establishment of 
Johnny Cochran last yearas a popular 
political icon among segments of the 
black community. 

Over the past two and one-half 
years, a virtual industry has been con- 
structed around the trials and tribula- 
tions of former Heisman 
award-winner O.J. Simpson. Only 
days after his initial arrest, T-shirts 
flooded black communities embla- 
zoned with the slogan “Free O.J.!” 
Sleazy pseudojournalists like Geraldo 
Rivera used the controversy to resur- 
rect their faltering careers. Prosecu- 
tors who had failed to convince a jury 
of OJ's guilt in the criminal trial nev- 
ertheless succeeded in raking in mil- 
lions of dollars from book contracts, 
All the central protagonists in the 
case seemed to be “making a killing.” 


Our standard of justice in crimi- 
nal trials requires the prosecution to 
convince a jury of the defendant's 
guilt "beyond a reasonable doubt." 
This standard was not met in the first 
trial, with too much evidence tainted 
and probably planted. Conversely, it 
now seems highly probable that 
Simpson planned and committed these 
murders. 

But let us go bcyond the narrow 
facts of the case to examine its larger 
political significance. Why was the 
entire nation deluged with this bad 
legal soap opera? Who gained and 
who lost from the media circus? 

Before his arrest, O. J. Simpson 
had little connection with the African- 
American community. He was appar- 
ently mesmerized with the symbols 
of white power, prestige and sexual- 
ity. O.J. was quite skillfull in running 
through airports for Hertz rental car 
commercials, but seemed at a loss 
when trying to locate black neighbor- 
hoods or organizations. O.J.'s racial 
awareness and political conscious- 
ness were virtually nonexistent. Un- 
like some socially-conscious black 
athletes, O. J. stood outside the strug- 
gles of black America. So given his 
obvious racial self-hatred and alien- 
ation, how did O.J. Simpson become 
the “poster boy” for black fairness in 


the criminal justice system? ` 

The Simpson trial came along ata 
time when the political assaults against 
black America were steadily escalat- 
ing. Inthe universities, minority schol- 
arships were being eliminated. In aca- 
demic circles, pseudoscientific books 
such as The Bell Curve advocated the 
cultural and genetic superiority of 
whites over blacks. In the courts, mi- 
economic set-asides and 
majority-minority legislative districts 
were under attack. Inside the civil 
rights movement, the media and con- 
servative interests were waging a re- 
lentless campaign to remove the Rev- 
erend Benjamin Chavis as head of the 
NAACP. Virtually the same day it 
was announced that OJ. was the prime 
murder suspect, black leaders repre- 
senting a wide spectrum of ideologies 
and perspectives met at the NAACP 
headquarters in Baltimore, attempt- 
ing to forge a black united front. 

Tam convinced that many in the 
media seized upon the O.J. Simpson 
case with two objectives in mind: to 
illustrate beyond a doubt that blacks 
had been given “too much,” and that 
the legal system went too far in pro- 
tecting black criminals. 

O.J. Simpson, once the darling of 
corporate America, had been given 
every possible perk and honor a Ne- 


gro could ever expect. How dare he 
repudiate his patrons! The O.J. case 
symbolically told white America that 
affirmative action was no longer nec- 
essary, and that whites had become 
the innocent victims of black rage, 
crime and violence, 

Logically, and not surprisingly, 
many African Americans felt it was 
necessary to rally behind O.J. Many 
of us privately thought that this 
ex-athlete was nothing our young 
black men were routinely railroaded 
in white courtrooms, as police de- 
stroyed or tainted evidence or co- 
erced confessions from the accused. 
We knew that Mark Fuhrman was no 
isolated case, but symptomatic of a 
deep-seated racism within police de- 
partments throughout the country. It 
was not for O.J’s personal situation, 
but for our sons, brothers and hus- 
bands, that many African Americans 
questioned the criminal and civil pros- 
ecutions against him. White justice 
and black justice are still two differ- 
ent things. 

Dr. Manning Marable is Profes- 
sor of History and the Director of the 
institute for Research in 
African-American Studies, Colum- 
bia University, New York City. 


We must come back to ourselves 


By Dr. Conrad W. Worrill 


The movement toward reclaim- 
ing Africa, by African people, and 
reciaiming the consciousness of Afri- 
can people throughout the world con- 
tinues. 

This is evidenced by the African. 
Liberation Day parades, marches, ral= 
lies and cultural programs held in the 
United States, Canada, Europe, the 
Caribbean and Africa over the last 
twenty four years. The first African 
Liberation Day was held inthe United 
States on May 27, 1972. 

It must be understood that Africa. 
and African people have been under 
siege for more than 2,000 years by 
Europeans, Asians, Arabs. The inva- 
sions, intrusions, theft, murders, pil- 
laging and the decimation and de- 
struction of African lands and minds 
over these 2,000 years is the basis for 
our on-going struggle for Afri 
Liberation worldwide. 

As the late great scholar and 
thinker Cheikh Anta Diop wrote in 
describing an aspect of the crux of 
this 2,000 year old problem, he said: 
“A visitor to Thebes in the Valley of 
the Kings can view the Moslem in- 
ferno in detail (in the tomb of Siti I, of 
the Nineteenth Dynasty), 1700 years 
before the Koran.” 

Diop continues —“Osiris at the 
tribunal of the dead is indeed the lord 
ofrevealedreligions, sitting enthroned 
on Judgment Day, and we know that 
certain Biblical passages are practi- 
cally copies of Egyptian moral texts...” 

Finally, Diop explains that “To 
his surprise and satisfaction, (the in- 
credulous Black African) will dis- 
cover that most of the ideas used 
today to domesticate, atrophy, dis- 
solve, or steal his soul, were con- 
ceived by his own ancestors. To be- 
come conscious of that fact is perhaps 
the first step toward a genuine re- 


trieval of himself.” 

The emergence of the current 
phase of the African Centered Educa- 
tion Movement recognizes, at its foun- 
dation, that African people must re- 
trieve their minds, bodies, souls and 
lands. That is; we must come back 
into ourselves as a whole African 
people if we are going to solve the 
numerous devastating problems we 
face as a race. 

Wecan see manifestations of these 
efforts to return to Africa when we 
observe members of the old line Civil 
Rights Movement providing leader- 
ship and organizing the African 
American Summits on four different 
occasions in Africa the last several 


years. 

Underthe leadership of Rev. Leon 

Sullivan, hundreds of African Ameri- 

| can Civil Rights leaders and business 
people have now embraced the idea 
of Pan Africanism in establishing 
vehicles for greater mutual exchange 
between Africans in America and the 
continent of Africa. 

Thisis particularly inspiring when 

! elements of the Civil Rights Estab- 
lishment have historically been op- 
posed to the Pan African Movement 

sand our emphasis on reconnecting 
with Africa. 

However, in this same connec- 
tion, the Pan African intellectual, ac- 
tivist, and scholarly community on 
the continent of Africa convened the 
First Pan African Conference On 
Reparations April 27-29, 1993 in 
Abuja, Nigeria that we should be re- 
minded of. 

One of the leading African Cen- 
tered scholars and intellectuals on the 
continent of Africa, Chinweizu was 
one of the leading forces in the orga- 
nizing of this conference that virtu- 
ally went unreported in the western 


press. 

More than forty African heads of 
state were represented along with 
delegations from, Europe, the Carib- 
bean, Central Americaand the United 


TEAM BUILDING: 
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States. Renowned African Centered 
scholar, Dr. Jacob Carruthers was 
one of the leaders of the small, but 
brilliant US delegation. 

The US delegation submitted the 
following proposals that were ac- 
cepted by the conference and will be 
taken to the next Organization of Af- 
rican Unity (OAU) meeting to be 
considered for adoption. The propos- 
als were the following: 

“Africans in the United States, 
now commonly referred to as African 
Americans, celebrate our status as 
one of the many African peoples 
around the globe and as proud “on” 
and daughters of the African conti- 
nent. As such, we identify with the 
long and illustrious history of Africa 
which stretches from the dawn of 
human civilization, flourished in the 
Nile Valley, and spread throughout 
the continent.” 

Therefore, the US delegation 
stated “that our history and condition 
berecognized as thatofanation within 
a nation. 

*that as an aggrieved nation, we 
be provided with reparations through 
an African American Development 
Bank to make the Black population of 
the United States whole rather than 
three-fifths. 

*that African nations recognize 
and support the right of repatriation 
for those individuals of African an- 
cestry in the Untied State” who wish 
to return home. 

*thatasa nation of Africa's prog- 
eny scattered abroad that we be pro- 
vided membership in the OAU. 

*Our delegation acknowledges 
with respect, the initiative of the Repa- 
rations Movementinthe United States 
by the National Coalition of Blacks 
For Reparations N'COBRA." 

People of African descent are 
moving towards Africa. This is the 
salvation of our race as we move into 
the 21st century to reclaim our Afri- 
can minds, bodies and spirit! We must 
reconnect with Africa! 


ry 


A positive approach for African-Americans to 
take in Ethnicity-Conscious America 


By Michael A. Grant, J.D. 


Webster's Ninth New Collegiate 
Dictionary definesateam as: “A num- 
ber of persons associated together in 
work or activity." 

The goal of this article is to apply 
the above definition to a challenge 
that I would like to make to all Ameri- 
cans of African descent. We should 
think of ourselves as a team; poten- 
tially, a winning team. The timing for 
this challenge is ideal. For I sincerely 
believe that this is the best time in the 
history of this country to be an Afri- 
can American living in America. 

The first part of the definition 
should present no problem since we - 
as a group - are forced by racial iden- 
tification to be associated together. 
The second part of the definition, 
however, is more problematic. 

Having recognized that we are 
lumped or classified as a member of 
theethnic group called African Ameri- 
cans, or Americans of African de- 
scent, the next question in context of 
this discussionis, will we as individu- 
als - representing a broad spectrum of 
incomes, educational achievements, 


complexions, social and political af- 
filiations, and religious denominations 
- choose (when it is appropriate) to 
work as members of one team? 

No, this article is not about sepa- 
ratism. I am emphatically an integra- 
tionist. I proudly acknowledge my 
African ancestry but I am 
quintessentially American-and proud 
of it. 

This article does not support any 
ideological camp's claim to preemi- 
nence. Its message is certainly not 
meant to be divisive. If anything, in 
the parlance of sports, it’s an attempt 
to discuss a strategy for winning in a 
game we did not create; playing by 
rules we did not construct. 

And face it, in a country where 
political and economic decisions are 
routinely made based on lineage and 
group affiliation, to operate ignorant 
of these facts is to operate at one's 
own detriment (not a winning strat- 
egy). 

Ultimately, [believe America will 


bestronger whenthe wallsofethnicity | 


are replaced by the cement of a com- 
mon national purpose, but until the 
majority embraces this vision, Afri- 
can Americans must study the sur- 


- vival (winning) tactics of other ethnic 
“and religious groups who know when 
{to think and act broadly as Americans 
when to think and act parochially 
members of a special interest group 

a team). 

While the enumeration listed be- 
low is not meant to be exhaustive, I 
incerely hope these suggestions will 
to some behavioral modifica- 
lions or, at least, spark some lively 
bate. 

SUGGESTIONS FOR HOW 

BUILD A WINNING AFRI- 

CAN-AMERICAN TEAM: 

' 1. Never refer to African Ameri- 

“fans as “they.” Always begin with 
e^ 


| _ 2 Refuseto beenvious of another 

‘African American’s success. 

1. 3. Consciously seek out 

JAfrican-American owned businesses 

‘and support them. 

I. 4. If these businesses do not ad- 

iere to high standards (i.e. providing 

«quality goods and services), share your 
structive criticism with them be- 
you cease patronizing them. 

__ S. Assume that there are teachers 

ho are not interested in your child 
iving a quality education and get 


Hd 


more involved in the child's educa- 
tion yourself. 

6. Refuse to be guided by nega- 
tive assumptions about other African 
Americans based onskincolor, church 
or fraternal affiliations, income, edu- 
cational status or neighborhood of 
residence. 

7. Financially support historically 
Black institutions and organizations. 
We still desperately need them. 

8. Speak positively about the 
genuine efforts of African-American 
leaders. 

9. Visit a prison or jail for the 
purpose of helping to heal a wounded 
soul. Avoid being judgmental. 

10. Strive to be a model of excel- 
lence, compassion, and generosity. 
Seek to restrain unbridled ego and to 
enjoy the social feeling of being a part 
of a beloved African-American team 
that uses one hand to pull itself to- 
gether; the other to connect with a 
larger American team. 

When this final consolidation - 
all the ethnic teams playing.on the 
same side - takes place, African- 
Americans, along with all other 
Americans, will find ourselves play- 
ing on the winningest team in history. 


YALE, NOT 
JAIL 


Reprinted from JaxFax 
the Newsletter of the Rainbow 
Coalition 


CHICAGO—For three days this 
week, a group of educators, minis- 
ters, elected officials, judges, parents, 
civil rights leaders, radio & TV per- 
sonalities, school superintendents, 
teachers, parents, and policymakers 
met in Chicago to discuss the suc- 
cesses and failures of America’s sys- 
tem of urban education. 

U.S.Education Secretary Richard 
Riley; “Savage Inequalities” author 
Jonathan Kozol; NEA President Rob- 
ert Chase, and Ron Glass of the AFT; 
Executive Director of the Council of 
Great City Schools Michael Casserly; 
the school superintendents of Chi- 
cago, Oakland, Baltimore, & Atlanta; 
Kennedy-King Community College 
President Dr. Wayne Watsou; Sena- 
tors Carol Moseley-Braun and Tom 
Harkin; Representatives Jesse Jack- 
son, Jr., Richard Gephardt, Maxine 
Waters, and Bobby Rush; Dr. Bar- 
bara Sizemore--along with many 
others--were called together by CEF 
& Reverend Jackson to “move the 
national debate from ebonics to the 
state of emergency in education.” 

As Rev. Jackson summed it up: 
“There needs to be a national defense 
plan for the education of our children. 
We must rebuild this country’s crum- 
bling infrastructure, and close the gap 
between our wealthiest schools and 
our poorest ones. A few of our chil- 
dren are going to Yale, while too 
many are ending up in jail. We must 
change our direction. 

To that end, the conference con- 
cluded with a 10-point program for 
equal opportunity in education, to 
achieve the American Dream: 

(1) We need to rebuild more 
schools, create the facilities infrastruc- 
ture that has the capability to join the 
computer age. As Senator Carol 
Moseley-Braun has persistently 
pointed out, many of our schools, 
urban and rural, have crumbling in- 
frastructure. They need wiring sim- 
ply to plug in a computer, let alone 
connect to the Internet. But to wire 
these schools, you must first go 
through walls of lead paint and asbes- 
tos. Many of our schools have leaking 
roofs, lack heat and sanitary bath- 
rooms, and are overcrowded. 

(2) We affirm the need for higher 
academic standards, sound manage- 
ment, and accountability. 

(3) We needa strong emphasis in 
the home, church, school, and mass 
media on character education. Ethi- 
cal standards are the key to our growth 
as a nation. 

(4) Greater parental responsibil- 
ity and involvement, in partnership 
with our schools, are needed to sup- 
port the education of our children. 
Parents with Jobs or an economic 
livelihood are key to this partnership. 
We plan to mobilize 2 million parents 
(40,000 parents in 50 cities) and 5,000 
ministers and judges to reclaim our 
youth. : 

(5) We need Superintendent and 
Chief Executive Officer leadership 
that is empowered to achieve these 
goals. 

(6) We need mandatory training 
for public school teachers in their 
subject areas, and an increased salary 
and benefit base that lends itself to 
more professionalism, accountabil- 


Continued on page 10 
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MARCH 17 IS VOTER 
REGISTRATION 
DEADLINE, 
INFORMATION ON 
ABSENTEE BALLOTS 


TRENTON—New Jerseyans not 
currently registered to vote in their 
municipalities must do so by 
Monday, March 17 to in 


Whitman visits model program for inner city boys 


By Daryle Lamont Jenkins 


NEW BRUNSWICK — Paul 
Robeson once said that in order 
for individuals to fully succeed 
py mw ‘practice the virtues of 


the state's Annual School Election, 
the president of the New Jersey 
School Boards 


spect, indus- 
try, perseverance, and economy." 
The program known as Project 


ie 
minded the state's residents today. 

The election will take place on 
Tuesday, April 15. Citizens in 
approximately 90% of the state's 
606 local school districts will have. 
the opportunity to elect members of 
their local school boards and to 
approve or reject proposed school 
budgets for 1997-98. 

“Local school boards play a vital 
role in the operation of our schools,” 
said Beulah M. Womack, NJSBA 
president. “On April 15, more than 
1,500 school boards positions will 
be on the ballot statewide. We urge 


oal 
among inner city boys, and stu- 


Avenue played host to Governor 
Whitman as she visited the model 
program designed to improve the 
outlook and increase student 
achievement. She spent most of 
the morning with the students in 
the program. 

Project 2000 was begun in 
1991 by the Civic League, and 
patterned after a similar program 
at Washington D.C's Stanton El- 
ementary School developed by |. 


| munity as positive role models by 
assigning them as "Teacher's Assis- 


Dr. Spencer Holland. It recruits suc- 
cessful male volunteers from the com- 


tants” to various tasks in schools where 
they are in regular contact with stu- 
dents. It’s initial corporate sponsor 


< was Johnson & Johnson, and since 


T then AT&T and Merrill Lynch also 


3 d ined the program. Teachers Assis- 
tants come from these corporations 


` and participate at Lord Stirling and 
McKinley Community Schools as 
well as Paul Robeson. 
"We're here primarily just to pro- 
vide these special children..@ust ex- 
"amples of opportunity that they can 
_ aspire to when they grow older," 
"Teacher's Assistant and Johnson & 
! Johnson employee Juan Simpson ex- 
plained to the Governor. *We actu- 


_ ally do the work along with them to 


show them that it is okay to be smart. 
'We're trying to create some positive 


rer pressure." 


The Governor visited a third and 


eighth grade class in the school, and 
the students were eager to talk with 
her. She fielded many questions, the 
most popular ones regarding her life 
as a governor and possible plans to 
tun for president in the future. After- 
wards, she was entertained in the li- 
brary by the 4th Grade Glee Club who 
sang a rendition of “The Greatest 
Love of All”. At the end of the song, 
Robert Prince, 9, stepped forward and 
recited the Langston Hughes poem, 
“I, Too, Sing America”, and 
Jacqueline Rodriguez, 9, asked the 
governor herself to come forward to 
present her with a keychain that said, 
“Thank You, Paul Robeson School”. 

"You're very lucky,” Governor 
Whitman said to the students. “You 
come from a school named after one 
of New Jersey’s greatest sons, some- 


corporate and community commit- 
ments to the schools can have a real 
impact on the lives and learning op- 
portunities of students,” The Gover- 
nor also said. "It is a prime example 
of how resources can bring about 
major improvements in the lives of 
students whose academic success has 
traditionally been at risk.” 

“I am enjoying the experience 
and the opportunity,” said one 
Teacher's Assistant, who also works 
at Johnson & Johnson. “I think it’s a 
good program. What we are trying to 
stress to the kids is that if you stay in 
school and stay out of trouble, you 
can be anything you want.” 

In her State of the State Address, 
Governor Whitman announced that 
resource teams will be created in the 
Department of Education to ensure 

has Proj 


great deal because 

he stood up for what he believed in, 

but they never took away his dig- 
nity.” 

“Project 2000 demonstrates how 


made available to all school districts 
inthe state. $175 million will be made 
available to 195 districts with high 
concentrations of poverty. 


New Jersey residents to 
in this important election. "To do so, 
however, citizens must be regis- 
tered to vote in their municipalities.” 

New Jersey residents can 
register to vote at the office of their 
municipal clerk or at their county 
board of elections. To register, a 
resident must be 18 years old, a 
citizen of the United States and 
maintain primary residence in the 
municipality in which they are 
seeking to vote. 


RICE SEETHES OVER 
LIBRARY CLOSING 


NEWARK-—A valuable resource 
is about to be taken away from 
Newark and not enough is being 
done by people in power to stop it, 
claims West Ward Council Member, 
Ronald Rice. “It's a bureaucratic 
atrocity and it's always the resi- 
dents, the taxpayers who get the 
bad end of the deal," Rice fumed. 

In a letter to Mayor Sharpe. 
James, Rice stated that he was 
vehemently opposed to the closing 
of the public library in Mt. Vernon 
School. The library was the result of 
a cooperative effort between the 
Newark Public Library and the 
Newark public schools system. 

Rumors of the library's impend- 
ing closure had circulated for some 
time, Rice said. He tried to ascer- 
tain the veracity of the reports when 
he found out about them. The 
Council Member said that schools 
Superintendent Beverly Hall told 
him that the Board of Education 
was not responsible for the library 
closing. 

In his missive, Rice questioned 
how Mayor James, who is a 
member of the Board of Trustees, 
could allow the library to close 
without council discussion or 
community input. 

"The issue is two-fold," Rice 
explained. *First, we must not allow 
outside influences to subjugate the 
authority of the council. Second, we 
will not tolerate this type of disre- 
gard for the residents that we 
serve.” 


NEWARK SCHOOL 
DISTRICT RECEIVES 
$26 MILLION FROM THE 
STATE FOR CURRENT 
SCHOOL YEAR 


NEWARK—Dr. Beverly Halt 
announced today that the Newark 
School District has recieved $26 
million from the state that will be 
applied to the current school 
year's budget to lessen the impact 
of her reforms on local property 
taxes. These are special funds 
that have historically been 
allocated to the State-operated 
school districts of Jersey City and 
Paterson, but have never gone to 
Newark. 

| am grateful that the state 
understands our problems and 
continues to strongly support our 
education reform efforts,” Dr. Hall 
said. "The children of Newark will 
benefit from this help as we strive. 
to provide a quality education. 

"These additional resources will 
heip support our strategic plan 
and improve educational opportu- 
nities in Newark. | will continue to 
work hard to eliminate waste in 
the budget, so the maximum 
amount of funds possible can be 


Redevelopment, curfew 
revision, gets approval 
from Plainfield council 


By Daryle Lamont Jenkins 


PLAINFIELD—Plans for new 
housing constuction on Arlington 
Avenue was given its blessing by the 
council and the public, most notably 
acommunity group in attendance at 
Monday’s City Council Meeting. A 
revision to a contested paragraph in 
the city's curfew ordinance was also 
approved. 

City Housing Consultant David 
Schwartz spoke in support of the pro- 


posed housing. The council had ear- ^ 


lier asked him to seek a number of 
wide ranging group of housing goals 
that would improve housing opportu- 
nities and housing stock and tax base, 
as well as ways to increase home 
ownership for first time home-buyers. 
in Plainfield. His focus has béen on 
the Arlington Ave. Redevelopment 
area, which was established 19 years 


| ago." We wanted ito facilitate: new 


construction where the city said it 
wanted new construction,” he said. 

Schwartz also wanted to be cer- 
tain that the project will have off- 
street parking, 60% minority owner- 
ship, in particular local ownership, 
comply with local affirative action 
hiring and contracts, and a project 
where the land will be purchased, as 
opposed to donated to developers. He 
further stressed that thisisnota project 
for “absentee landlords”. “This is a 
program that is not about investment 
properties,” he said. 

Developer Dean Mon of Arling- 
ton Avenue Associates later gave his 
presentation tothe Council. The 28 
units will betwoblocks of townhouses 
starting at $125,000. They are look- 
ing for families, but a single person 
with an income of at least $25,000 
will beable to purchase ahome. Coun- 
cilman Robert Ferraro was particu- 


Students celebrate 
black contributions 


By Candace Waller 


larly concerned about existing” 
boarded up homes that could also be 
renovated, however Council Presi- 
dent Malcolm Dunn suggested that. 


‘company regard- 
ing environmential matters. 

The debate over language in the 
curfew ordinance that caused some 


that would be another i: 
at a later date. Councilman James. 
Green is supportive of the plan and 
Seesit as one with statewide ramifica- 
tions saying, 
Plainfield hasa golden opportunity to 
be a role model in the State of New 
Jersey." He said this plan also. can 
speak to solutions like Councilman’s 
Ferraro’s restration suggestion. 
Members of the public gave their 
opinion to the council, and most were 
pleased, asking for it’s go-ahead, 
Many of the attendees were members 
ofthe Triangle Community Develop- 
ment Association, a group that has 
been active in community redeyelop- s. 
ment for some time. Triangle Presi- t 
dent Andre Sharrief was just one from: 
the group speaking in favor of the 
project. “Those two blocks have been 
maintained by. Triangle,” she said. 
“Anybody who has been in thatneigh- 
borhood know that in the last a 


“I think the city of 


tensiona ks ag 
“when the paragraph holding local 
merchants responsible for truant chil- 
< dren or children violating curfew in 
their establishments, was changed to 
say if the merchant "knowingly" al- 
lows such a situation to occur. Coun- 
cilman Green was concerned that the 


original language placed an unfair 


burden on the merchants, and he ac- 
cepted this revision. Michael 
Latimore, Director of Public Affairs 
and Safety, who originally offered to 
remove the entire paragraph to save 
the ordinance, was also pleased with 
ithe revision, prefering that,to doing 
‘something he felt may cost Plainfield 
in the future. “If we don’t leave this 


paragraph in,” he warned earlier, “it 
‘> leaves a base uncovered, and it’s go- 


line to come back to haunt us.” The 

|covhcil approved the revision unani- 

nously. Although there were no rep- 

esentatives of any local schools in 
the time this i 


years, it has changed 
support the developmentof those m 
blocks." 

Others, however, did have some 
concerns, but they centered on the 
role of the block associations which 
many hope will be a large one, thej 


to Mr. Mon that since she is a resident 


iup, Latimore has spoken with them 
and was told that they were “100% 
behind” of the curfew, as school fund- 
ing is affected by attendance. 

Other Council business was the 
approval to accept the grant award of 
additional funding totalling $24 mil- 
lion from the New Jersey Department 
of Health and Senior Services, WIC 
Services to be used for the WIC im- 
munization initative activies, and the 
approval to accept a bid award con- 
tract from Sansone Plaza Dodge Mo- 
tors Fleet in Red Bank for the Pur- 
chase of six 1997 Dodge Neon Se- 
dans. The original bids were rejected 
because they did not correctly fund 
the contract. 


Black to American 
Society were celebrated at the annual 
Black History Month Program Satur- 
day at the St. John’s Baptist Church in 
Scotch Plains. 

The majority of the presentations 
were done by area youth. Plainfield 
High School sophomore Lauryn 
DeJesus recited a Maya Angelou 
poem, “And Still, I Rise”. Her 
younger sister Jennifer wrote and re- 
cited her poem “February and Our 
People.” 

“I just learned the poem yester- 
day,“ the Elder DeJesus says. “People 
always try to put somebody down but 
T'mconfident. Ido almost everything 
with expression. I love Maya 
Angelou. I'm reading one of her 
books now.” 

Stacey Hammond, who attends 
Timothy Christen School in Edison, 
wrote a poem entitled “My African- 
American Heritage”, which she re- 
cited along with another Angelou 
piece, “On Pulse of Morning.” 

Scotch Plains Fanwood High 
School freshman Celeste Huggins told 
the audience about the contributions 
of Lewis Latimer who created the 
carbon filament in light bulbs. She 
even drew a diagram on poster paper 
to show the location of the filament. 
Hisinvention made Thomas Edison's 
light bulbs affordable and enabled 
lights to burn longer. Latimer was the 
only Black scientist working with 
Edison. He also worked with 
Alexander Graham Bell. 

“Thomas Edison gotall the credit 
for inventing the lightbulb, but he 
didn’t do it all by himself,” Huggins 
said. “I wanted people to know who 
helped him.” 

Among other notable Black 
achiever mentioned were Benjamin 


Lauryn DeJesus at St. Johns Bap- 
tist Church in Scotch Plains 
made America’s first wooden clock 
that kept accurate time for over 40 
years and helped design Washington 
DC. Carver developed hybrids and 
cross fertilization in plants. He de- 
veloped many uses for peanuts and 
sweet potatoes. Some examples are 
coffee, cosmetics, paper and candy. 

The Children’s Choir, under the 
direction of Sharyann Porter, sang 
“Standing in the Need of Prayer”, a 
spiritual. Spirituals such as this one 
and “Swing Low, Sweet Chariot" were 
coded songs slaves used to escape 
freedom. 

Inaddition to this program, every 
Sunday in February St. John’s Bap- 
tist Church, members have been tak- 
ing a few minutes in morning service 
to present someone in Black History. 

Black History Week wasinitiated 
in 1926 by historian and Harvard 
Ph.D. Carter G. Woodson whostarted 
documenting the achievements of 
Black people in 1916. 

"If our race had no recorded his- 
tory, its achievements will be forgot- 
ten and in time claimed by other 


Banneker and George 
Carver. Banneker wrote almanacs, 


groups,” Woodson 
ing. 


Big Brother pays visit to Asbury Park 


a Avery Grant 


ASBURY PARK—Two men sat 
in a comer at Sizzler’s Restaurant, 
enjoying their meal and theirrenewéed 
friendship, because they had not seen 
each other for twenty years. One man 
was Bob Fimiani, who had selected to 
be the Big Brother to the other man, 
James "Mr. Que" Roberts, Asbury 
Park. Fimiani, who now lives in Long 
Beach, CA, was a volunteer with the 
Big Brothers/Big Sisters Program 
when he lived in Long Branch, and 
became Roberts' Big Brotherin 1969. 

Roberts who is now Chief of Se- 
curity and Chief Investigator for the 
Asbury Park Housing Aütkority said 
that about a month earlier, he was 
talking to Mrs. Sweeney, the execu- 
tivedirectorofthe Asbury Park Hous- 


at about midnight, he said }Jimmy,” 
as he calls him, told him not to go 
anywhere he would be right over to 
hug him. But instead they postponed 
their meeting until the morning. 

“Tt was a glorious meeting and 
Jimmy took me all over the housing 
projects to see and meet people, and 
to show me what he does," Fimiani 
continued. “You should see how he 
has calmed things down inthe projects 
and made it a safe place. I was actu- 
ally in awe as to how the kids came to 
him and responded to him. What a 
model for the kids to stay out of 
trouble.” 

That was quite a compliment 
when considering that since Fimiani 
had last seen him, Roberts had spent 
twenty years in jail, but for the last 
seven years he has been drug free, and 
doing wonderful things in the com- 
munity. 


wali he said, “I played middle-sized 
roles as judges, lawyers, doctors and 
cops in the television series of Mag- 
num P.I., Tour of Duty, and Jake and 
the Fat Man. ” He said that theater 
stage acting is his first love so he 
moyed to Los Angeles about seven 
years ago to pursue acting full-time. 
“Hollywood is such an a spiritual 
place and the work is empty work, 
that I began to look for things I could 
do for people in need of serious help,” 
he said. 

He became manager for a pri- 
vately operated 40-bed community 
correctional institute in Watts, South 
Central Los Angeles, and later for a 
52-bed facility in E1 Monte. “I loved 
Watts, I was there for almost three 
years,” Fimiani said, “I felt safe in the 
ghetto, because I knew that there was 
a deep belief in God there which 


Roberts said that he loves his 
work, and wants to do it as long as he 
can, “I work twenty four hours a day 
for my people, I want to do all that I 
can to help them and keep them out of 
trouble.” Fimiani after having ob- 


served his work in the villages, said, 
“It is amazing that there are so many 
ways that Jimmy works like I work. 
Jimmy is tough, but tells them that he 
loves them at the same time.” Fimiani 
is also a recovering addict. 


i 
James “Mr. Que" Roberts and his Big Brother, Bob Fimiani of Long 
Beach, CA, at their reunion 


ing Authority. about his 
and why he is the way he is now. 
ittothe 


directed into ir pro- 
grams for children,” Dr. Hall 
continued. 

In the past, Jersey City and 
Paterson have received a total of 
$129 million dollars in this special 
aid for State-operated districts 
and are receiving a total of $22 
million in the current school year. 
These funds for Newark will go 
directly into the school district's 
budget to provide educational 
programs for children. 


experiencehe had with his Big Brother 
whom he had not seen for twenty 
years. Sweeney was so impressed that 
she said she would find Fimiani for 
him. It took Sweeney only about two 
weeks to find and contact him. 
Roberts said, “I was thrilled when 
I heard from him and we had agreed 
that he would come to see me in 
Asbury Park in about a month." Un- 
fortunately a death in his family 
brought Fimiani to New Jersey much 
sooner. He arrived and called Roberts 


met Fimiani in 1969, “I was living at 
305 Asbury Park Village and this tall, 
white-haired, white man came to my 
door, but most of all I was more sur- 
prised that all the kids in the village 
were drawn to him as well as I was.” 
Fimiani said that he liked Jimmy and 
his warmth, and it was so clear that he 
had a depth of character that few 
people have, particularly in the midst 
of all of his problems. 

Fimiani, a Monmouth College 
business graduate, with graduate study 


the crowd talking softly to individu- 
als and groups. 

A July 1994 editorial in THE 
COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER, de- 
scribed how Roberts averted a poten- 
tially yolatile incident when a large 
crowd of youth gathered at the Rail- 
road Plaza in Asbury Park after the 
Greek Festin Belmar aboutmidnight, 
anda police force was poised to clear 
the area, “The bottom line is that this 
man (Roberts) singlehandedly had 
the 300 youths leave the plaza with- 

uti 


RiderCollege, moved 
to Hawaii twenty years ago. In Ha- 


ph 
cal or verbal." 
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The entrepreneurs corner: 


Use new business to improve credit/net worth | 


By Pierre A. Clark 


UPPER MONTCLAIR: ,"Mar- 
i Organi- 
zations”, offered by Montclair State 
[University's Non-for-Profit Management 
Institute. 3 pm Dickson Hall, MSU. For 
more information, call 201-655-4333. 


IBOUND BROOK—Seminar, *Breakthe 
Rules..and Close More Sales!" at 
Sandler Sales Institute. For more infor- 
Imation, call 908-868-0233. 


MARCH 9-12 


ISEACAUCUS— Conference, “MOBE 
X", The tenth annual symposium spon- 
sored by the MOBE (Marketing Oppor- 
tunities in Black Entertainment) Insti- 
tute. At the Sheraton Meadowlands. 
For information, call 219-938-1888. 


TUESDAY, MARCH 11 


|WESTFIELD—Workshop, “How to Re- 
lalize your Retirement Dreams", 7:15 
pm at the YMCA, Clark St. For more 
information, call Renee Golush or Steve 
Tebeleff, 1-800-347-5018. 


WEDNESDAY, MARCH 12 


INEW BRUNSWICK—Free public semi- 
nar on bankruptcy law at the New Jer- 
[sey Law Center. For more information, 
|call 908-937-7518. 


NEW YORK—Small, minority and 
women-owned business conference for 
contractors seeking opportunities un- 
|der HUD programs throughout the New 
York Metropolitan area. Morris Haft 
[Auditorium of the Fashion Institute of 
Technology. For more information, call 
212-264-8000. 
Fax us your 
Business and Calendar News 
at (908) 753-1036 


1996 property tax deductions/credits to NJ 


By Richard D. Gardiner 
Director, New Jersey Division of 
Taxation 


Here’s an important message for 
everyone who will be filing a 1996 
New Jersey state income tax return: 

This year marks the initial phase 
of the new property tax deduction/ 
credit program, which allows New 
Jerséy taxpayers to deduct a portion 
of their property taxes or rent from 
grossincome, ortotakeacreditagainst 
income tax due. 


We all know that having good 
credit is critical in today’s society. 
For an entrepreneur, having a good 
credit rating can make the difference 
between your ability to successfully 
establish a business or watching your 
concept wither and die. 

How exactly is your credit wor- 
thiness determined? Three major fac- 
tors are considered: (1) the assets you 
own (2) the income those assets or 
your own work product generate (3) 
and the historical record of how you 
repay the credit extended to you. 

The factors that can destroy you 
credit rating include: A sudden dis- 
connection from your job (dismissal 
or layoff) which can cripple or de- 


stroy your ability to pay your bills in 
a timely manner; (2) a lack of owner- 
ship of valuable assets, which in the 
eyes ofa lender impairs yourcapacity 
to borrow money using those assets 
as collateral; (3) the absence of a 
history of paying off big-ticket credit 
i ora home) which cri 


E- ue e improve S 
credit rating. 

Through your business, you can 
generate higher levels of income for 
two reasons: (1) the salary you can set 


Open a business bank account, (b) 
register your firm with Dun & 
Bradstreet, (c) bid for and sign a con- 
tract to sell your product or service 
Ei our column on how to generate 


for yourself as owner of the busin 
and (2) the ability to deduct business 
i that 


K Update your own credit file 


your ability to qualify for higher 
amounts of credi 

Because it'sessential that we learn 
how to play the credit game, I'm 
going to reveal here one of the best 
ways |o improve your credit rating: 
Start à successful small business. In- 
deed, for African Americans, Asians, 
and Hispanics, starting a successful 
small business is the one way to cre- 
ate and own a vehicle that is a valu- 
able asset and generates high, consis- 
tent income. As we'll show, you can 
then use this successful small busi- 


our 
will allow you to keep as net profit 
much more of the money you earn. 

As the business becomes estab- 
lished (especially if you have incor- 
porated the business) it becomes a 
valuable asset (just like a home), 
which you can list on a balance sheet 
or in a credit application. Here's how 
to use this rapidly appreciating asset 
to create or improve your credit: 

(1) Establish your business as a 
corporation, with you as president 
and majority or 100 percent stock- 
holder. Then do the following: (a) 


with about your status as 
an owner-employee of your new firm 
by ordering copies of your credit re- 
port from TRW, Equifax, and 
TransUnion, the three major national 
credit-reporting firms. 

(3) If you have unpaid or delin- 
quent bills or write-offs on yourcredit 
file, write a letter to each creditor to 
negotiate either a payment plan or 
actual settlement and discharge of the 
debt. 

(4) With the salary and income 
from your new business, pay off those 
debts. 


Internet racism up, traditional anti-Semitism down 


By Richard Pyle 
Associatied Press Writer 


NEW YORK (AP)—"Racists 
and bigots" increasingly are airing 
their views on the Internet, while 
traditional forms of anti-Semitism 
declined overall in 1996 for the sec- 
ond straight year, a Jewish organiza- 
tion said las week. 

TheNew York-based Anti-Defa- 
mation League said in its annual 
reportthati 


dropped by 7 percent from 1995, de- 


The ADL said its yearly “audit” 
itism recorded 1,722 inci- 


gory Man- 
dalism. 

It was the first time in a decade 
that the overall total was down two 
years in a row. 

"However, in arenas yet to be 
quantified—the Internet and e-mail— 
anti-Semites, racists and bigots are 
having a field day,” said Abraham 
Foxman, ADL’s national director, 

“Electronic hate is the dark: side 


dents in year, compared to 1,843 in 
1995. The 941 acts of harassment, 
threat orassault reflected a 15 percent 
drop, but that was partially offset by a 
7 percent increase in vandalism inci- 
dents, from 727 to 781. 

Foxman said the results showed 
lawenforcement and educational pro- 
grams were proving “an effective one- 
twocounterpunch ... in the traditional 


of and anti-Semite 


Here at the Division of Taxation, 
we want all taxpayers to reap the 
maximum savings they’ re entitled to. 
under the law with as little confusion 
as possible. 

Since almost every New Jersey 
resident required to file a gross in- 
come tax return is eligible for one of 
these two benefits, it’s important that 
everybody understands the new pro- 
cess. 

The most important thing to re- 
member is that you can only take one 
benefit, not both: You'll be the one 
who decides whether you save more 
by taking the deduction or the credit 


le 
taken to the medium.” 


by filling out the schedules and 
worksheets included in your NJ- 1040 
packet and choosing the option that's 
best for you. 

During this first year of the pro- 
gram, homeowners can deduct 50% 
of property taxes paid, or $2,500, 
whicheveris less. Tenants can deduct 
one half of 18% of the rent you paid 
during the 1996 tax year or $2,500, 
whichever is less. 

The minimum savings for full- 
year residents of New Jersey who are 
not married and filing separately is 
the $25 credit. If the property tax 
deduction does not provide you 
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as” of anti expressed 
prejudice against Jews. 


But the report said that with 35 
million people now tapped into the 
Internet, it has become an unfettered. 
outlet for hate purveyors, many of 
them anonymous. 

“A disturbing stream of hate-filled 
vitriol directed against religious, eth- 
nic, racial and cultural minorities 
flows unimpeded” on the Internet and 
in e-mail mass mailings, it said. 

Because the Internet is unregu- 
lated, “bigots can spew their hatred 
without everrunning the risk of being 
identified,” the report said. 


taxpayers 


at least a $25 benefit, then 
choose to take the credit. 

There are no income limits or 
caps on this program. If you're a 
resident of New Jersey, are required 
to file an income tax return and paid 
property taxes here or rent on your 
New Jersey principal residence with 
ip Own separate kitchen and bath 

cilities, you're eligible. 

If you are 65 or older, or blind or 
disabled, and not required to file an 
NJ-1040 form because your gross 
income is $7,500 or less ($3,750 or 
less if you are married and filing 
separately), you're entitled to the $25 
property tax credit ($12.50 if you are 
married and filing separately and 
maintain the same residence as your 
spouse.) Your credit will be included 
in your Homestead Rebate check. * 

Be sure to note that again this 


Business & Profe: 
FJK UNLIMITED 


year, we" 

Rebate form (HR-1040) from the 
regular NJ-1040 form. If you're eli- 
gible forthe Homestead Rebate, you 
must complete and submit that spe- 
cific form even if you don't file an 
NJ-1040 form. 

For more information, get the 
free booklet, "Property Tax Deduc- 
tion/Credit Frequently Asked Ques- 
tions," by calling 1-800-323-4400 
and leaving a voice-mail message, or 
by visiting the Division of Taxation 
home page at http://www.state.nj.us/ 
treasury/taxation/. 

And if you need help filling out 
any of your forms, or want to ask a 
question in person, visit one of our 
seven regional offices or call our Tax 
Hotline at (609) 5882200. We re here 
from 8:30 a.m. until 4:30 p.m. Mon- 
day through Friday. 
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INFINITY ENTERPRISES 
INSTITUTE 


208 Commerce PI., 2nd Fl., 
Elizabeth, NJ (908) 355-7000 


Register Now... New 
classes, Seating is 
Limited!!! 


* PC Assembly & Repair 
(Build your own Computer) 
* Computer Theory and 
Troubleshooting 
* Software training (Word, 
Excel, Windows, Wordperfect 
and other applications) 


Custom Printed Sports Apparel 
Specialty & Advertising Items 


Team Sports, Family Reunions, 
Schools & Clubs 

€ Art & Design Services & 
Business Gifts 


Phone: 908-486-6688, 
Fax: 908-486-2599 


206 N. Wood Ave. 
Linden, N.J. 07036 


` FAST ACTION 
WHEN YOU 
NEED IT! 
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AND INSURANCE 

AUTO - HOME - HEALTH 
24 HOUR SERVICE 


908-753-6112-OFFICE 
908-400-1251 


JOHNNY McPHERSON 
159 EAST 4th STREET 
PLAINFIELD, N.J. 07060 


Comprehensive Personal and 
Small Business Financial Planning 


Baron Hilliard 
Associate 


©) Ford Financial 


The Ford Financial Group 
11 Eagle Rock Avenue 
East Hanover, NJ 07936 
201-884-1700 908-412-1924 
Helping You Secure Your Financial Future 


Report Persae cei sects a arl parning Io 
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(5) At the same time, apply for 
new credit (Visa cards, installment 
credit) listing your business salary as 
your primary income source. 

(6) Each time your business se-. 
cures a new contract, pay yourself. 
part of the proceeds as a commission: 
or bonus and buy a certificate of de- 
posit for yourself. Also use part of the 
proceeds to buy a certificate of de- 
posit in the name of the business. 
Those certificates become assets that 
you can use as: collateral for either 
personal or business credit: 


If you follow these six steps, 
within a year’s time you will have 
dramatically improved your credit 
profile. And you'll be the owner of a 
growing firm whose assets and in- 
come will drive your quest for finan- 
cial independence. 


Put up or shut up 
Continued from page one 


International. 

“The NAAGP.is-hurting people 
they say they want to help,” said Ani. 
Rhodes of Doubletree Hotels Inc. 

Mfume said the call for a boycott 
was supported by 55 primarily black 
organizations with a membership of 
more than 9 million, including the 
Congressional Black Caucus Foun- 
dation Inc., the National Urban League 
and National Council of Negro 
Women. 

Sixteen national companies were 
sent a four-page questionnaire seek- 
ing general information such as num- 
ber of properties, number of rooms 
and number of black employees in 
executive, managerial and profes- 
sional positions. Italsoasked whether 
the companies used minority adver- 
tising outlets and black firms as veni- 
dors and whether the companies sup- 
ported charities that serve the black 
community. 

Of the 16 companies, none an4 
swered the entire survey and just six 
received passing grades. 

larriott International and Hilton 
Hotels Corp. both received "C's," the 
highest grade awarded; Hyatt Hotels 
Corp., Adam’s Mark Hotels and the 
Ritz-Carlton Hotel Corp. were graded 
"C-minus," and HFS Inc., operators 
of Days Inns, got a “D.”, 

Ten firms with lower grades were 
targeted by the boycott. 

Two of them, ITT Sheraton Corp. 
and Promus Hotel Corp:; which runs 
the Embassy Suites chain, answered 
Some questions but withheld infor- 
mation dealing with employment and 
property ownership. Each received a. 
“D-minus.” 

Mfume said seven firms notified 
the NAACP that they would not par- 
ticipate: Westin Hotels, Best Western 
International, Radisson Hospitality. 
Worldwide, Renaissance Hotels and 
Resorts, Choice Hotels International, 
Holiday Inn Worldwide and Omni 
Hotels. All got “F's.” 

Doubletree gave no response at 
all. In response, the NAACP notified 
a Doubletree hotel in. Little Rock; 
Ark., that a March regional confer 
ence would be moved elsewhere. 

Doubletree's Rhodes said 
NAACP officials had agreed to give 
the company until early 1997 to get 
the requested information because of 
an impending merger. She added that 
the Little Rock Doubletree that is 
losing the NAACP conference has 65 
percent black employees and more 
than one-third of them are in manage- 
ment. E 

At Choice Hotels International, 
which also got a failing grade, a 
spokeswoman said the NAACP re- 
quested the information just as the’ 
company was undergoing an owner- 
ship change. 

“They asked at the worst possible. 
time,” said Curtis. She said the com- 
pany would have no próblem giving: 
the requested information if the; 
NAACP asked again. $ 

Mfume said existing agreements 
should be honored if necessary 
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BillBoard 


MARCH 8, 15, 22 


ENGLEWOOD—'Freedom Train’, the 
true story of Harriet Tubman,” at the 
‘John Harms Theater. For more infor- 
mation, call 1-800-JERSEY 7. 


THROUGH MARCH 22 


NEW YORK—Exhibit, “New York area 
MFA Exhibition” at the Hunter College. 
Fine Arts Bldg. For more information, 
call 201-200-3214. 


WAYNE—"Generations Jamboree", 
celebrating the 85th anniversary of the 
Girl Scouts. Wayne Manor. For more 
information, call 800-275-0577. 


THROUGH MARCH 31 


| MONTCLAIR—Exhibit in honor of Black 
History Month atthe Israel Crane House. 
For information, call 1-800-JERSEY 7. 


THROUGH APRIL 25 


NEW YORK—Art exhibit, “African- 
American Pioneers” at the Seagram 
Gallery, 375 Park Ave. For more infor- 
mation, call 212-572-7379. 


THROUGH MARCH 23 


TRENTON—Photography by Jersey 
City resident Laurinda Stockwell on view 
at New Jersey State Museum, 205 West 
State Street. For more information, call 
609-292-6464 


THROUGH MARCH 27 


‘COLTS NECK—"I'm a Big Kid Now!", a | 
“school” experience for youngsters ages. 
3 to 5. Tuesdays and Thursdays at the 
Dorbrook Activity Center. For more in-| 
formation, call 908-842-4000. 


MARCH 8, 15 


MOUNTAINSIDE—"Super Science Dis- 
covery Days” for children ages 3-8. 

Part of the 11th annual Science Fair. 
Trailside's Nature & Science Center, 
Coles Ave, & New Providence Rd. For 
more information, call 908-789-3670. 


| ^"^ THROUGH MARCH 9 


NEW YORK—1997 Double Grammy 
nominee Michael Brecker and his all- 
star group at Birdland. For more infor- 
mation, call 212-924-3916. 


WEDNESDAY, MARCH 5 


RUTHERFORD—Musical, “Jelly Roll! 
The Music and the Man” 8 pm at the 
Williams Center for the Arts. For more 
information, call 201-939-2323. 


CRANFORD—After-school story circle 
‘with Storyteller Charlotte Blake Alston 
at the Cranford Public Library. For! 
more information, call 908-709-7272. 


THURSDAY, MARCH 6 


ORANGE—Bradford Hayes Quartet. 
with the 


ARTZ/ENTERTAINMENT 


+- NJPA Center; Ballet, 


Jazz Ensemble. at Rozeau's Manor. 
Formore information, call 201-643-5727 


FRIDAY, MARCH 7 
UPPER MONTCLAIR—Performance 
by Black Umfolosi , an eight person a 
capella group from zimbabwe. 
Montclair State University. For more 
information, call 201-655-5112. 


SATURDAY, MARCH 8 


Dalton presents “Spirit & Flesh at the 

Newark Public Library, 5 Washington 

St. For more information, call 201-371- 
756. 


[NEW BRUNSWICK—Conference, 
"Women's Work: A Fine & Long Tradi- 
tion of NJ Commmunity Leadership", 
part of the statewide International 
Women's Day Celebration. 9:30-4 pm, 
Trayes Hall, Douglass College, Rutgers 
University. For more information, call 
Shelley Jacobs Mintz, 908-756-3836. 


| NEWARK—Women in Support of the 
Million Man March, in celebration of, 
[Women's History Month, sponsors “A 
Day For Reconnecting’, featuring a book 
Signing by author Ruby Shivers (We 
Must Reject Tired, Trite, and Tasteless 
and Other Nonsensical Expressions that 
Keep us Damaged). Atthe Million Man 
Mansion. For more information, call 
908-756-9685. 


SATURDAY, MARCH 15 


WESTBURY "Dick Fox's Doo Wop Ex- 
tra- vaganza” featuring The Skyliners, 
The Drifters, Clarence “Frogman” 
Henry, and more. At Westbury Music 
Fair, Brush Hollow Rd. For information 
fand tickets, call 516-334-0800. 


| MIDDLETOWN—Batlroom dancing at) 
the Tatum Park Red Hill Activity Cen-| 
fer. For more information, call 908- 
842-4000. 


CRANFORD-— Carolyn Dorfman Dance 
Company performes a dance-theater 
show, DANCE/STORIES at the Union 
‘County Arts Center. For more informa- 
tion, call 908-499-8226. 


MARCH 26, 27 


\CRANFORD—Teen Arts Festival, 
Union County College. For more infor- 
‘mation, call908-558-2550 


THURSDAY, MARCH 27 


NEW YORK—Exhibit, “Colored Town/ 
Overtown 1947: Max Waldman Images 
of a Southern Black Community” at the 
{Schomburg Theater. For more intor- 
mation, call 212-491-2259. 


‘Fax your events to: 
City News 


908-753-1036 


NJPAC annouces 
education programs 


NEWARK, NJ—The New Jer- 
sey Performing Arts Center (NJPAC) 
announced it arts education programs 
which are expected to reach more 
than 100,000 children in nearly 100 
communities during the next school 
year. The far-reaching education pro- 
gram is designed to attract students 
and families to the new Center, open- 
ing in Octoberand to sustain NJPAC's 
presence in the schools. 

At the heart of the education pro- 
gram is the new Bell Atlantic Pass- 
port to Culture SchoolTime Perfor- 
mance Series, a daytime series for 
student groups that features more than 
110 performances by 37 different art- 
ists and companies. Bell Atlantic is 


Clockwise: Carolyn 
Dorfman, Artistic 
Director, Carolyn 
Dorfman Dance 
Company; Deborah 
Mitchell , Arts Education, 


Hispanico-Viva Las 
Americas!—all 
participating in arts 
education at NJ PAC 


also the sponsor of the FamilyTime 
Performance Series that will feature 
many of the same performing artists 
and companies as in the daytime se- 
ries. Buttressing these new perfor- 
mances are NJPAC’s training pro- 
grams, in-school residencies, Pod 


ai 
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When We 


a 

4 Part II of background to a 
lm by Leon Gast and Taylor 
Hackforkof the story of the 
umble in the Jungle’ 


JV. After being freed - on what 
amounted to a technicality - from a 
‘Pending five-year jail sentence by the 
United States Supreme Court, 
h Ali had come out of a 


da 

roster: of Principal Affiliates focus 

on music, dance, and theater. 
5 a : 


forced three-and-a-half year retire- 
ment to fight again in October 1970. 


ry dis- 
cipline will bring a world of culture to 
youth, including Sweet Honey in the 
Rock, Salsa Festival, Theatreworks/ 
USA with its new play Paul Robeson, 
Little Theatre of the Deaf in a World 
of Whys, and the famous Alvin Ailey 
Repertory Ensemble. 


African Cultural Lesson 
Language 
Storytelling 


Afro-centric Birthday Parties 


Radio Announcer & Certified Teacher 
comes to your location/home 


INCLUDES 


Call Debbie (908) 810-0199 


ARTS &Crafts 
Face/Body Painting 
Music & Dance 


heavyweigi 

rown, of which he had been stripped 
y the World Boxing Association, he 
Knocked out Jerry Quarry on October 
6th and Oscar Bonevena on Decem- 
ber 7th. 

T But the following year, he was 
Worn down in a grueling 1 15-round 
Championship fight, taking on too 
Much too soon in trying to win back 
k title from “Smokin” Joe Frazier. 


le won the lesser North American 

oxing Federation crown in 1971, 
lost and then regained it in decision 
fights with Ken Norton in 1973. 
* In the summer of 1973, George 
Foreman had pummeled Frazier to 
win the WBA championship. He did 
it on his 25th birthday. In March of 
1974, he destroyed Norton, defend- 
ing his championship. Neither of 
Foreman’s opponents had gotten past 
the second round. 
In 1974, Ali was 32 years old. 
Sonny Liston, the man he had d. 
feated to win his first championship 
and against whom he had defended 
that title only nine years before, had 
died of a drug overdose in 1970. By 
‘the estimation of most boxing ex- 
perts, the era of Ali’s claim to heavy- 


“| weight boxing dominance had died 
e. 


around that same 

Still, an enterprising ex-con and 
would-be promoter Don King, knew 
that an audience would pay to see the 
young colossus Foreman confront the 


DUI u ll lU) u i a 
sol E 
ns 


TIM ALLEN 
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colorful, controversial veteran Ali in 
a battle for undisputed claim to the 
world heavyweight championship. 
“Don King went to George Fore- 
man and said, ‘Will you fight Ali for 
$5 million?” relates Ali biographer 
"Thomas Hauser. “Then he wentto Ali 
and said the same thing. So, then he 
had both fighters. What he didn’t 
have was the $ 10 million.” 
Displaying the salesmans 


ip that 


Would earn him grudging admiration 


Muhammad Ali in Zaire 


from even the legions who claim to 
had been swindled by him over the 
years, King shopped the fight. He 
found a willing buyer in the President 
of Zaire, Mobutu Sese Seko. But 
Mobutu would never be among those 
former King business partners who 
felt the unconventionally coifed fight 
promoter didn't deliver full value for 
their money. 

“Countries goto war to see their 
name onthe map,” observes Ali. “And 
wars cost a lot more than $10 mil- 
lion.” 

The fight was scheduled for Sep- 
tember 25, 1974 in Kinshasa. But that 
was not to be. 

“We (the sports press) were on 
our way to Zaire,” recalls photogra- 


ings 


pher Ken Regan, who would later be 
the only photographerto get the photo 


. of the knockout punch that became 


one of the most famous pictures in 
Ali’s much publicized career. “We 
had stopped in Luxembourg to change 
planes whena rumor began spreading 
around that there was an injury to one 
of the fighters. Don King tried to 
dispel the rumor; someone got to a 
phone and found out that, in fact, 
there was an injury to Foreman and 
they had to set the fight back six 
weeks. King was trying to get us all 
on that plane - because he'd chartered 
it - and get us over there where we'd 
be stuck for six weeks.” 

On September 20th, while spar- 
See WHEN WE WERE KINGS/page 10 


In 1982, AI&T and Ci 

of dramati 

Now, our 15th anni 
with AIRE OnSia 


Crossroads Theatre Company, 
dn association with SICEOnsaw, 
resents “Wedding Dance 


a new play by Dominic Taylor 

Directed by Donald Douglas 

Now through March 30. 

Ting ser No Brac N9 
dts 908 249555 


/61997 ner 


roads Theatre Company bega 


sary will be 


ceste i nurturing new voices and new 


A wedding on 
our anniversary. 


a relationship that would result in a series 


new works from a wide array of talented young artists 


lebrated with a“ wedding 


as Crossroads 1 
contemporary fable that's no fairy tale. 


eatre Company, in association 


DING DANCI E mixes urban realities with a va 


t ATX, we're proud of our long association with Crossroads Theatre Company, and of the role 


sions in business, the arts, and in the communities we serve. 
AIT. Where the drama of bold new ideas unfolds every day. 
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Brotherhood services held at Temple Shalom 


by Avery Grant 


ABERDEEN, NJ—The sanctu- 
ary of the synagogue was packed with 
its members and members of area 
black churches attending the annual 
brotherhood services at Temple Sha- 
lom. 

In his welcoming remarks, Rabbi 
Henry M. Weiner, said, "We look 
forward to joining in this combined 
services of brotherhood and peace. 
We also pay homage to Rev. Dargon 
and Rev. Fuller (who have passed), 
who worked so hard to make our 

> Thebroth- 


(Left to right) Rev. Eddie L. Sender pastor ot Mount Sinai Baptist 


Church, Rev. 


and Rabbi Henry L. Weiner of Temple Shalom greet betore starting the 


erhood services were started over 
twenty years ago by the two ministers 
and other area clergy, but had not 
been held tora couple of years. Rabbi 


Cliffwood, is very active in the black 
and jewish figo and civic com- 


munitie: was black presi- 


Weiner said he told Pauline Drake, 
who attends his scriptural study class 
on Tuesday mornings, that he missed 
the combined service, and that he 
wanted to start it again. Her response 
was yes, and she recommended her 
new, young minister as the guest 
preacher. Drake, black and a member 
of New Providence Baptist Church, 


dent of Hadasik, and was also the 
first black president of the New Jer- 
sey State Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Ladies Auxiliary. 

Rev. Keith Roberson, Drake’s 
minister graciously accepted, and 
chose his scripture text from the first 
chapter of Genesis, “And so God 
created man in his own image...male 


service at Temple Shalom. 


and female...” In his message, titled, 
“The Common Struggle,” Rev 
Roberson stressed that our apparent 


Black press 


Continued from page 1 

from a vicious anti-Black campaign 
that occurred in the early 1820s in 
New York. Mordecai M. Noah, editor 
of the New York Enquirer published 
a daily barrage of written attacks ques- 
tioning the integrity and courage of 
Black Men and impugning the chas- 
tity of Black women, among othér 
things: A group of concerned Afri- 
can-American men, who had been 
looking for ways to defend thenj- 
selves and their community, held a 
meeting at the home of M. Bos! tin 
Crummell to consider Noah's attac! 
The normal averiües ó public conj- 
the 


servicelh 


Combined choir singing at the 


temple and area black churches. 


succeed we must join hands as we 
walk the path together,” he said. 
Roberson related how the Na- 


tional for the Advance- 


rate us, because there is so much in 
common that brings us together. “As 
I looked out on the congregation, I 
marveled at how great our God is, 
because none of us are clones of each 
other, but we can come together and 
share. Our struggle should be about 
what God wants us to be, and for us to 


ment of Colored People was founded 
in February 1909. He said that it was 
shortly after a two-day riotin Spring- 
field, Illinois in 1908, ironically the 
hometown of President Abraham Lin- 
coln, that nine clergy, three of whom 


The guitarist is Stephen Dropkin, and at his left is his wife, Cantor 
Susan C; Dropkin. The choir was composed of members trom the 


cause they understood the common 
struggles. 

Rev. Eddie L. Sanders, pastor of 
Mount Sinai Baptist Church, 
Morganville read a reponsive read- 
ing, and the choir of the combined 
churches sang After the service, the 
congregations gave a very generous 
offering for the fund for the burned 
out black churches, and enjoyed re- 


were Jews, 
and whites to form the. NAACP, | be 


during the 
hour. 


Black church launches $12million arson prevention, education initiative 


WASHINGTON, D.C.—The 
Congress of National Black Churches 
(CNBC)recently launched its Church 
Rebuilding and Arson Prevention Ini- 
tiative at a press conference at the 
National Press Club in Washington, 

DC. 


At a cost of $12 million, the ini- 
tiative aims to rebuild and restore 
burned churches, prevent future ar- 
son and promote ecumenical and 


and Louisiana will see implementa- 
tion of this aggressive initiative over 
the next three years. 

CNBC received $6 million in 


Church of God in Christ and Founder 
and Chairman Emeritus Bishop John 
Hurst Adams of the African Method- 
ist Episcopal Church, applauded the 


funding from the Lilly 


initiative’s g long-term 


Inc. for the Church and 
Arson Prevention Initiative. Together 
with HUD and National Council of 
Churches, CNBC is part of the Na- 
tional Rebuilding Initiative estab- 
lished by President Clinton toensure 


Thirteen 
states, including Virginia, North Caro- 
lina, South Carolina, Mississippi, 
Arkansas, Texas, Kentucky, Missouri, 
Georgia, Florida, Tennessee, Alabama 


that 

ing support quickly and efficiently. 
During the press conference, the 

leaders of the. CNBC, Chairman 

Bishop Roy L.H. Winbush of the 


and rebuild churches. 

“This initiative signifies CNBC's 
long-term commitment to have our 
churches restored and communities 
healed,” said Bishop Winbush. “The 
goal of the program is arson preven- 
tion and reduction. CNBC moved to 
develop a process to make the appro- 
priate response. We also want to ad- 
dress the underlying causes by work- 
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ly owner occupied homes and are subject to change 
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Other mortgage loans for purchase or refinance also available. 
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From left to right: Bishop John Adams, CNBC founder and chair 
emeritus; Ms. Sullivan Robinson, CNBC deputy executive director; 
Bishop Roy L Winbush, CNBC chairman; Mr. Larry Doss, president 
Doss Ventures; Dr. W. Franklyn Richardson, CNBC consultant and 
pastor of Grace Baptist Church, Mt. Vernon, NY; And Dr. Niathan Allen, 


program executive of initiative. 
ing at the local level to establish com- 
munity coalitions that will remain in 
place long after the physical edifice 
has been restored,” he added. 

In addition, since an overwhelm- 
ing number of church arsons have 
been committed by young people, a 
special focus will be placed on edu- 
cating youths. Primary and second- 
ary school students will be encour- 
aged to express their feelings about 
the burnings through essays and art 
which will be read and displayed 
prominently throughout the affected 


' communities. 


Between January 1, 1995 and 
December 17, 1996, 318 churches 
were devastated by arson. Many of 
these churches were CNBC denomi- 


nations, making CNBC especially 
determined to restore and rally in 
support of the communities where 
churches were burned. 

CNBC says it looks forward toa 
21 stcentury withoutchurch burnings. 
By instituting comprehensive public 
education campaigns, educating 
churches on how to install and use 
effective security systems and fire 
retardant materials, and promoting 
ecumenical and multi-racial inclu- 
siveness, the CNBC believes its goals 
can be reached. 

The toll free number for more 
information on the Church Rebuild- 
ing and Arson Prevention Initiative 
is 1-800-424-8808 and in the District 
of Columbia call 202-530-0765. 


School implements training 
program for youth 


NEW JERSEY—The University 
of Medicine and Dentistry of New 
Jersey (UMDNJ)-School of Nursing, 
in celebration of African-American 
Heritage Month, is incorporating its 
new comphter training program— 
"NEW HOPE KIDS ON THE NET." 

Students from New Hope Village, 
apublic housing, complex in Newark, 
are being given the opportunity to 
demonstrate their creativity in mak- 
ing formal presentations on the 
Internet, and learning how to put in- 
formation on web sites. 

Initially, the program meets once 
a week for a period of six weeks. It 
will consist of a maximum of 15 stu- 
dents between the ages of 9-18. Mem- 
bers of the School's professional and 
nursing staff have been recruited as 
mentors. Each mentor is assigned two 


students to ensure the program's suc- 
cess. Also, an instructor from the 
University’s Academic Computing 
Services teaches a curriculum cover- 
ing the development of home pages 
and provides technical i 


ey 
decided their best alternative was to 
initiate a Black newspaper. Attend- 
ing that fateful meeting were two 
brilliant young men, the Reverend 
Samuel Cornish and John B. 
Russwurm. 

With Cornish handling the busi- 
ness affairs and Russwurm the edito- 
rial matters, the new venture was 
launched on March 16, 1827. The 
founders of the Black press set forth 
their objectives inthe firstissue. They 
generally sought to fight vigorous 
for the abolition of slavery: and 
provide a medium of self-determina- 
tion for their brothers and sistér$. 
Under the heading “To Our Patrong” 
were the following excerpts: 4 

In presenting our first number to 
our Patrons, we feel all the diffidence 
of persons entering upon a new and 
untried line of business. But a 
moment's reflection upon the noble 
objects, which we have in view by the 
publication of this Journal; the ap- 
pearance at this time, when so many 
schemes are in action concerning our 
people - encourage us to come boldh 
before an enlightened publick, For 
we believe that a paper devoted to the 
dissemination of useful knowledge 
among our brethren, and to their: ioi 
andreligious improvement, must meet 
with the cordial approbation of every 
friend to humanity. The peculiarities 
of this Journal, renders it important 
that we should advertise to the world 
our motives by which we are acti- 
ated, and the objects which we cod- 
template. We wish to plead our own 
cause. Too long have others spoken 
for us. Too long has the publick been 
deceived by misrepresentation, in 
things which concern us dearly, 
though in the estimation of somemere 
trifles; for though there are many in 
society who exercise towards us 
nevolent feelings; still (with sortow 
we confess it) there are others Who 


make it their business to enlarge pon 

the least trifle, which tends to, dis- 

credit any person of colour; and pro- 
ddi 


The children have the opportu- 
nity to create their own, personalized 
home pages as well as a home page 
for New Hope Village, bothof which 
will be linked to the School of 
Nursing’s home page: 

The goals of this program are to 
provide youth with marketable skills 
and to increase their socialization 
skillsandself-esteem by creating their 
own web pages. It is also expected 
that the program will reinforce the 
need for young people to stay in 
school and éncourage students to 
apply to college. 


whole body forthe misconductof this 
guilty one. The civil rights of apeople 
being of the greatest value, it shall 
ever be our duty to vindicate our 
brethren, when oppressed; and to lay 
the case before the publick. 

Although neither man was an ext 
perienced journalist, the paper cart 
ried a variety of items of interestto thé 
community both locally in New York 
and in the various other cities where.it 
was sent. But, first and foremost, 
Freedom’s Journal was a tenacious 
abolitionist newspaper with a decid- 


edly religious orientation. 


Trinity and 
St. Phillips Cathedral 


Church Services: 


Sun, 8 & 10 am. 


24 Rector St., 
Newark, NJ 
07102 


v. Pett 
201-622-3505 AN | Sabuna 


Imani Baptist Chu 


Church Service: 
Sun. 11:00 a.m. 


428 Central Ave. 


East Orange, NJ 
201-678-7222 
Rev. Moses Alexander 
Knott, Jr. 


City News Religious Directory 


Tabernacle Baptist Church 


undant Life Family 


:30 p.m. 
Sun. 10:45 a.m. & 
6:00 p..m. 


1037 Frank Street, 


Roselle NJ 07203 Bishop F Herbert 
201-757-6358 Bright 


Worship Center 
Church Services: Church 
Sun. 10 a.m. - Services: 
1p.m. Sun.8 - 11am. | Í 
925 Riddgewood |. 45 Hampton St, i 
Ave., North Metuchen, NJ Í 
Brunswick, NJ — [: 08840 1 
08902 Pastor Leo H. | 908-545-3897 ^ Rev. Ronald | ' 
908-545-4063 Graham L. Owens |; 
: 
CRUS Sa Be a part of the d 
urch Services: D i 
Weekdays- City News |: 


Religious Directory... 


Call 908-754-3400 
for more information 
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PHORA 


r- Fax legals to: 
br dud 036 


For more information call 


CLASSIFIEDS i 


908-754-3400 
00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 


ADVERTISEMENT FOR BID 


LEcAL 
Notice Notice 


5. All Bidders are required by N.J.S.A. 10:5-31-38 to 


LEGAL 
Notice 


LEGAL 
Notice 


HELP WANTED 
ical position ir Newark' 
#1 African American Newspaper. Typing, filing, data 
entry and phones. Send letter and résumé to CN4, 
P.O. Box 1774 Plainfield N.J. 07061 


CLASSIFIEDS 


according to Drawings and Specifications prepared by 
Seckler Associates, and described in general as: 
3 [m project scope of work shall consist of the 
Abe i i 

edoa e Piane iret Se 


in a period of Ninety (90) Calendar Days. 


{Contract ts are available for inspection at: The 
| Owner's Office, HOUSING AUTHORITY OF THE TOWN 
| 360 Hawkins Place, Boonton, New Jersey 


Pork 105662006, and Dodge Re 
tained at the Owner's Offi 


‘scope of services. Please call William F. tl Decio 
Director, at (201) 867-2957 to set uj 

for further Inquiries [n onde to | cpi 
Information conceming the services. 

9. Award will be made to the lowest res 

responsive bidder whose bid meets the requirement of 


THE HOUSING AUTHORITY OF THE | jn?’ ; i baci va 
rsey. Compliance is described in Division H - 
TOWN OF BOONTON WILL RECEIVE | Atfirmative Action Supplement. se as eae S200 
4 SEALED BIDS FOR 6. No Bid shall be withdrawn for a period of 60 days | over $409,000 E 
‘subsequent to the Opening of Bids without the Consent i gi 
CONTRACT #4 of the Housing Authority. f whether a check or Bid Bold is submitted. All bonds 
LOT IMPRO' ES and consents of suret be written by surety 
lies listed in the mostfecent Circular No. 570, 
$ Laws of 1977 - Bidders are also required to comply with | Compani 2 
PLANE STREET SITE requirements of P.L. of 1975, Chapter 127. United States Department Gage Treasury. 
1994/1995 C: IEHENSIVE 8. hens. Offices ofthe Authority. Copies of 
IMPROVEMENT ASSISTANCE Bid Package. Prospective Bidders are also encouraged | the Contract Documents maj elso be obtained at said 


offices upon payment by cleck or bank draft in the 
0 tothe “Morristown Housing 
MENTS WILL NOT BE 
MAILED. PAYMENT FOI CUMENTS IS NON- 
REFUNDABLE. 


The Successful Bidder will 


Advertise Help wanted ads 
in City News 
fax to City News 908-753-1036 


HELP WANTED 


HELP WANTED 


LIBRARY DIRECTOR, administrative experience pre- 
ferred, MLS and NJ Professional Librarian's certifica- 
r 1, all benefits. Hiri 
preference will be given to Union County residents. 

nd resume c/o Library Board of Trustees, Clark 
Public Library, 303 Westfield Ave., Clark, NJ 07066 by 
March 1. Equal Opportunity Employer. 


02/19/97 


CITY OF CLIFTON 
JOB OPPORTUNITY 
Open to Residents of New Jersey 


Elevator: 


als to fill the following three positions: 
Programmer Analyst 


i alee a Seon OE A 
individuals regardies: ice, color, sex, or ethnic 
origin, and who meet ‘he requltements established by 


Programmer Analyt with thee to 
an OR, 


je required to furnish an 
accept y 


the invitation for bids. 


any formality in the bidding. 
‘SECAUCUS HOUSING AUTHORITY 

WILLIAM F. SNYDER 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

FEE: $93.60 


AUTHORITY OF THE TOWN OF BOONTON, 


HOU 

160 Hawkins Plaee, Boonton, New Jersey 07005, Te 
No: (201)3: of 9:00 AM and 4:00 
and SECKLER ASS and Planners, 


739-0443, upon depositing the sum of $50.00 

uments: : CHECKS SHALL BE MADE PAYABLE TO 
THE HOUSING AUTHORITY OF THE TOWN OF 
OONTON. 


FOR PROPOSAL FOR A 
ONE YEAR AUDIT OF 


THE HOUSING AUTHORITY OF 
LAINFIEL! 


Bond, i 
No. 570, United States Depafment of the Treasury, as 
the may and with such sureties as 


they may approve. 
All Bidders must be authori 


$d to do business in New 


8 
n 


Yation not. 
New Jersey, must submit 
corporation is authorized 
New Jersey. 


Y 
to do business in the State of 


RRE Dan 1075, ol Mich nur oc 


'rimination" and “Affirmative Actions", and Public Law 

torre. 33, which requires à Statement of Corporate 
mership. 

DAVID GARDNER 

XXECUTIVE DIRECTOR. 


MORRISTOWN HOUSING AUTHORITY 
03/05/97 


oa We Owner oe Arat For $50.00 each. anand 


-| SECKLER ASSOCIATES in the amount of $25.00, to cover 
"| the cost of postage and handling if mailing is desired. Those 


i een vere oa 
1 pea time will be entitled to a refund. 


YA non-mandatory Pre-Bid Conference wil be held at 3:00 PM 
360 


Hawkins poa Boonton, New Jersey. 

Sealed bids will be received at the office of the HOUSING 
* AUTHORITY OF THE TOWN OF BOONTON until 3:00 PM. 
2} bn’ Tuesday; March25, 1997. (Bids received after this time will 
time bids shall be publicly opened and 
ids will be reviewed by the Architect and 


State of New Jer financi 
audit for ONE YEAR PERIOD ENDING DECEMBER 31, 
1996. 


A copy of the Scope of Services and Evaluation Criteria 
for this proposal is available from the Housing Authority 
of Plainfield, 510 East Front Street, Plainfield, New 
Jersey 07060, (908) 769-6335. 


LEGAL NO TICE 
MORRISTOWN HOUSING 
AUTHORITY 


C.G.P. CONTRACT 6 


hourly 
rates and not-to-exceed maximum cost estimate will be 
considered, in addition to other evaluation factors in 
determining the Offerer most advantageous to the 


Avalable for review, prior to responding to the Request 
at the Offices of the Housing Authority of 

Plane at he adress led above, 

Proposals shall be received until 

March 13, 1997, 


p.m. Thursday, 


Owner or Architect, within ten (10) days of opening, will 
notify al interested parties as to their decision. 


P YOF 
reserves the right to reject any or all bids and to waive any 

+ informalities in the bidding. 

A eei check or bank draft payable o THE HOUSING 


Carolyn A. Reese 
Executive Director 
HOUSING AUTHORITY OF PLAINFIELD 
treet 


last Front 
Plainfield, New Jersey 07060. 


UTHORITY OF 


Bidder and acceptable sureties in an amount equal to five 
? [percent (5%) ofthe Bid shall be submitted by each Bidder. The 
» | surety company for all bonds must be a guaranty or surety 


ELI ROOM UPGRADES 
AT 31 EARLY STIEET, NJ23-4, 

39 EARLY STREET, NJ23-6, 
AND 29 ANN STREET, NJ23-6 


PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that sealed proposals 
willbe received by the Housing Authority of the Town of 


of Morris, State of New J 


ACLE, COBOL, UNIX envi- 
ronment along witha Bachelors degree in Computer 
Science or a related field, We offer a modern client 
server environment with project assignments in 
PeopleSoft HR/Payroll, Oracle Financials, or new 


Salary range - $39,000-58,000. 
Senior Network Technician 
The Senior Network Technician will work indepen- 
pean omeia egal ga nations problar Oe 
client/server environment, Five to ten years 
So em with NetWare 3.X, 4.X, TCP/IP, or Win- 
dows NT along with CNE or Microsoft Certification is 
required. Salary range - $32,600-49,000. 
Network Technician 
The Network Technician will install and configure 
personal computer systems, administer local area 
networks, and resolve hardware and software prob- 
EAR 2 Oe poe Udo 
IT along with CNE or CNA 
cerieatonis required. Salary range-$27,200-40,600 
dico opoy deer A 
NJ Highway Authority, P.O. Box 5050, Woodbridge, 
NJ07095:5050, n Human Resouress, EOE, Mina. 
ity candidates encouraged to apply. 


02/26/97 


the New 
ing Civil Service open competitive position of Elevator 
‘Sub Code Official. Applicants must possess a valid 
Psa eb os tal E qs LT d 

fent of Gorni nity Aas, etel ik coit 
will be responsible for 
administration of the elevator sub coda ef the Stato 
Uniform Construction Code. Individual will also aes 


ance with plans and specifications. Must possess valid 
drivers license. Salary range $18.71 to $23.92 per hr, 
20 hrs per wk. Applications will be accepted at Clifton 
City Hall, 900 Clifton Ave., Clifton, NJ, 07013, MON- 
FRI, 8:15 AM4:15 PM, until March 14, 1997, or resume 
may be sent to John B. Cudworth, Personnel Officer. 
The City of Clifton is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 
02/19/97 


TEEN WRITERS WANTED 


A National teen magazine is looking for young people 


comments from teens on issues affecting them. 
Teens should send their name, address, phone num- 
ber, school name, school address, grade and age to: 
S Teen Reporters 
Box 191 
Plainfield, NJ 07060 


‘Computer 
SOFTWARE 
ENGINEER 

BioChem Immunosystems (U.S.), Inc., a leading in- 


strumentation company, is seeking a Sr. Software 
Engineer. This Individual wit be responsible for tne 


of the Authority, located at 31 fl ary Sitet, Mori 
teh 21, 1997, at 10:00 a.m. prevailing 

thority. reserves the right to waive any 
florals in bids On to Tojet any and al bids iftis 0 


will be held at 10:00 a.m. on March 12, 1997, at the 
Authority's Administrative Office at 31 Early Street. 
Separate sealed bids for: Contract 6 - Elevator Machine 
Room Upgrades at NJ23-4, NJ23-5, AND NJ23-6. 


All work incidental thereto, in accordance with 


Cost Data. all 
marked “ONE YEAR AUDIT FYE 12/96.” 


sation and validation of software 


tation utilizing C, QNX and DOS operating systems 
along with assembly languages. 

A BS/MS in Computer Science or Software Engineer- 
ing is required. Also necessary is a minimum of 5 


year: 

cessors embedded controller applications as well as 

troubleshooting experience. Experience with 

chitecture and program management ability is a 
lus. 


Qualified applicants should forward their resume with 
salary in confidence to: 


Vrtéqumert fo gobi Bids- 


‘the opening of Bids without the consent of the HOUSING 
AUTHORITY OF 


‘THE TOWN OF BOONTON. 
Awards will be Made-to the lowest responsible bidder. 

BY ORDER OF THE lees AUTHORITY OF THE 

IN OF BOONTON 

‘SHERRY SIMS 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 


03/05/97. $18590 


NOTICE TO BIDDERS 
MORRISTOWN HOUSING 
AUTHORITY 


REESE 


$9620. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 


ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS 


LEGAL NOTICE 


acceptable to the U.S, Department of the Treas in the fol ts: 
ian many | tent (120) days subsequent to the due dale of the 
D BIDS 
~ | Plainfield. 
‘tention is called to the provision of Equal Employment a up to $200,000 
: T inimum salari The Housi ight to | $200,000 - $400, 
and wages asset forth in the Specifications. waive any information on the proposals and the right to 
ide 7 ia reject all proposals in the event that less than fwo (2) | over $400,000 
Women jand Minority Owned Business Contractors are tide Vaiss Go 


regardless 
bonds and 


consents of surety must be wi 
listed in the most recent Circ 
Department of the Treasury. 


'ten by surety companies 
r No. 570, United States 


atthe Administrative Offices of 'e Authority. Copies of the 


C.G.P. CONTRACT 1&2 
LAUNDRY AND COMMUNITY ROOM UPGRADES. 
AT WETMORE TOWERS, NJ23-4, 

AND PETRONE TOWERS, NJ23-5, 


upon payment by check or Bank draft in the amount of 
town Housing Authority” tor 


Ibe required to fumi 


BioChem ImmunoSystems (U.S.), Inc. 
Resources— 
100 Cascade Drive 
Allentown, PA 18103-9562 
lo Phone Calls, Please. 


Equal Opportunity Employer M/F/D/V 
02/26/97 


REPORTER 

City News has an immediate opening for an aggres- 
sive experienced reporter. Position requires a mini- 
mum of two years reporting experience and a Bach- 
elor of Arts in journalism or communications. Ability to 
produce a high volume is a must. Experience with 
urban affairs helpful. Must have transportation. Send 
résumé to: 


jeporte 
City News Publishing Company 
144 North Avenue Plainfield, NJ 07060 


LOCAL PROOF- 
REPORTER REÁDER 
Successful candidate for 
Local weokiynewspaper — thispositionwillhave2«- 
eeke well 
years of proofreading 
experience. Job re- 
quires patience, atten- 
tion to detail, flexibility, 
‘and ability to work with a 
team and meet dead- 


Teaneck, Englew 
Hackensack, Plaifild, 


lines. Strong grammar 
Montclair, ' Camden, 

Trenton, Willingboro, and language Sis ae 
Asbury Park, Newj  ehaetilel Send resume 


Brunswick. Send 3 clips 


d PROOF 


READER 
City News Publishing 
144 North Avenue 
Plainfield, NJ 07060 


Plainfield, NJ 07060. 


Help Wanted: Earn up to $500 per week assembling 
products at home. No experience. Info 1-504-646- 
1700, DEPT. NJ-6155. 


EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR - 
ACCOUNTSMANAGEMENT SYSTEM 


The State of New Jersey, through the New Jersey 
Department of Commerce & Economic Development, 
is seeking qualified candidates to fill the position of 
Executive Director, Accounts Management System. 
The AMS program has been designed to focus on 
business retention and expansion, which is the cor- 
nerstone of the state's economic development 
efforts. 


Under the direction of the Commissioner, the Execu- 
tive Director will be responsible for planning, coordi- 
nating, implementing and monitoring the state's busi- 
ness retention and expansion efforts. 


Qualified candidates should be aggressive self start- 


PUBLI gi 
Housing 


ica ip 


Town of 
inthe Ce 


of Morris, State of New Jersey, at the Administrative 

Office of the Authority, located at 31 Early Street, 

Morristown, New Jersey, on April 9, 1997, at 10:00 a.m. 
The y 


'asury, asthe 
Aion n meipresctbgfand widiguch Mes as they 
may approve 

All Bidders must be 
Jersey. Any Bidder wi 


rized to do business in New 
is a corporation not chartered 
Jer 


$ 
H à 
1[. PROJECTS 023-001, 023-002, 023- 
H- - LANDSCAPE 
4» = SERVICE 


HAN VILLAGE, 
‘OWN, NEW JERSEY 


PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that sealed proposals for 
d 


| E in public by, ee Our AUT oe THe 

‘TOWN OFMORRISTOWN (hereinafter calledthe Authority), 
Lin the County Of Mori, Sate of New Jersey, at the 
| Administrative Office of the Authority, located at 31 Early 
Street, Morristown, New Jersey, on March 17, 1997, at 10:00 


the best interest of the Authority to do so. 


reid 
Melo wile held at 11:00 am. on March 12, 1997, t 
the Authority's Administrative Office at 31 Early Street. 
‘Separate sealed bids for: 

CONTRACTS 1 & 2 - Laundry and Community Room 
Upgrades at Wetmore Towers, 

NJ23-4, and Petrone Towers, NJ23-5. 


All work incidental thereto, in accordance with 
pecifications. 


in the following amounts: 


ERVICE DIR 


business in the State of New Jersey. 

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of 

Public Law 1975, c. 127 which pertains to "Non- 

Discrimination" and *Affirmative Actions”, and Public Law 

1977, c. 33, which requires a Statement of Corporate 
Ownershi 

DAVID GARDNER 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

MORRISTOWN HOUSING AUTHORITY 


03/05/97 31400 


BID & PUBLIC 


NOTICE DEADLINES: 


5 PM THURSDAY 
PRIOR TO 
WEDNESDAY 
PUBLICATION 


activities. Experience should include budget adminis- 
tration as well as management of staff and resources. 
P but 


not required. Qualified candidates should have the 
ability to ORE MNT dise with 
leading business and government of 


Bachelor's degree required. Master's degree in busi- 
ness, law, planning, policy or related field is preferred. 
Salary $85,000-$90,000. Benefit package included. 


Send or fax resume and cover letter by March 11, 1997 
to:Gualberto Medina, 

Commissioner NJ Deparment of Commerce 

& Economic Developmer 

20 West State Stet CN 820 

Trenton, NJ 08625 

(609) 777-4097 


03/05/97 


BUSINESS 
WRITER (M1) 


February 27th, 1997 by 400 PM at the Authority's 
‘Administration Office, 700 County A 

New Jersey 07094, {Telephone (201) 667-2057) AN Bid 
shall be put read aloud at the 7:00 PM 
eo 


ad Eo eut named Guard Services 


ener ti and the reared that not less than the 


MEDICAL FACILITIES 


* Rehalb. Centers * And More 


roje 

Bidders must comply with Division - G. - Bidders 
Statement of Ownership, as required by N.J.S.A. 
25242. 


for your 


“MEDICAID. CASH 


WE PROVIDE WHEELCHAIR & MEDICAL 
TRANSPORTATION TO AND FROM ALL 


* Hospitals * Doctors * Dialysis * Mental Health Clinics. 
Ifyou are in a wheelchair or just need assistance call today 
i (TOLL FREE) 1-888-333- 


1100. We are professional, reliable and curates. 


han Vi is located on. Potts Drive and. ler 
ns Er Luther kit Bial fa kr ot ACCOUNTANTS, ACCOUNTANTS BEAUTY SUPPLY |CATERER/HALLRENTAL| CONSULTANTS CONTRACTORS, Dome 
[ Morristown. decreases, affirmative. 
eE Tecn e action. What does this 
gro: nS- fertilizing, end pring a BUSINESS TALIAFERRO & | IBS INDEPENDENT | IRVINGTON MANOR GUSTAV EVANBOW Wu Boe M 
na SOLUTIONS, INC. ASSOCIATES BEAUTY SUPPLY HENINGBURG CONSTRUCTION | nems anor sesks te. 
43 Washington Ave. ASSOCIATES CO., INC. porter to cover local 
fisfundable. 7 |-| 90-708 Newport Pkwy 20 Monroe Court 93 Monticello Ave. Irvington, NJ 07111 pe dai: e Pad 
» sitio: d NE Jersey City, NJ 07310 | East Windsor, NJ 08520 | Jersey City, NJ 07304 40 Clinton St. 67 Sanford Street | Sonnet, PO Box 1774, 
ie 201-374-9454 Newark, NJ 07102 East Orange, NJ 07018 | Plainfield, NJ 07060. 
submited. Allbondsand consents of surety mustbe written by 201-798-8244 609-443-0985 De ADMINIS- 
‘surety companies listed in the most recent Circular No. 570, 201-624-6715 201-674-1250 TRATIVE 
United States Department of tbe Treasury. Constuction trade consulting 2 É 
E Fax: 201-674-1227 ASSISTANT 
Performance and Labor and Material Payment Bond, written (A1) 
by a surety listed inthe most recent Circular No. 570, United CREDIT [EMERGENCY SERVICE: ENTERTAINMENT MPLOYMENT/TEMPS INTERNET SERVICES. 
States Department of the Treasury, as the Authority may ADVERTISE YOUR Fast-paced, local 
hose oed MOBILE DJ'S PRODUCT OR SERVICE | newspaper sooks ad 
: BS Satine inistrative assistant 
sert dod businessa Newey  CRED-EX INFORMATION NEWARK CAD ASSOCIATES FREE ON THE oe ponani MONA 
N S ERVICE S IN [e EMERGENCY o INFORMATION SUPER | work. 2 yrs Er r. b 
. pm. Microsoft wor 
New Jersey. SERVICES FOR 1 HIGHWAY Send resume and sal- 
FAMILIES, INC. 908-755-4711 san sped e * Reach 40000000 Inmet Users | aryrequremenistoCN 
Law 1875, c. [9r A ME "Non-Discrimination" and 900 Park Ave. Ask for C.J. lontclair, S Personnel, ox 
oped Law ae €.33, which Plainfield, NJ 07060 303 Washington: St. Parties, events, tapes Show your pou in full color Med Plainfield, NJ 
ID GARDNER Newark, NJ 0: 201-744-3132 * Immediate response & tracking. F: 
XECUTIVE DIRECTOR, 908-755-4177 Call Toll Free | MALL Advertise 
E owl HOUSING AUTHORITY Fax: 908-755-9576 201-643-5727 1-888-295-5678" h 
LEGAL ADVERTISEMENT ADVERTISEMENT FOR ee Your Bids 
BIDS MEDICAL TRANSPORTATION SERVICES MUSIC PLUMBING 
absent sealed bis or the provilon of Unarmed Guard BIG BEAT RECORDS| EDDIE'S PLUMBING Ae 
| accept sealed bids for the provision of Unarmed Guard " " . . à 
Services. Sealed bids must bo submitted by no later than AWWA Medical Trans & HEATING Reach the African -American | Classifieds 


207 East Front Street | — SPECIALIST, INC. POM int 
Plainfield, NJ 07080: community with the in City 
- Llc. # 7606 i b ed News Call, 
201-744-3132 281 Gates Avenue City News Service Directory. R 
sss dapes ae D Piscataway, NJ 08854 908-754-3400 
E" Call 908-754-3400 
908-699-0368 FAX, 
201-653-7763 
O eero 908-753-1036 
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Chavis converts to Islam 


WASHINGTON, DC(AP)—As 
a Christian minister, Benjamin F. 
Chavis said uplifting black people 

@was his primary goal. 

Now as Benjamin F. Chavis 
Muhammad, the former head of the 
NAACP says the Chicago-based Na- 
tion of Islam's influence in the black 
community helped to spur his conver- 
sion to the religious sect. 

“What other organization is tak- 
ing men and women out of despair 
and making them upright? There has 
been a convergence and I have 
evolved into the Nation of Islam," he 
said in a telephone. interview Mon- 
day, one day after announcing his 
conversion in Chicago. 

The impact of Chavis Muham- 
mad's conversion may be most 
strongly felt within the Nation of Is- 
lam, since leader Louis Farrakhan is 
63 and has battled prostate cancer in 
recent years. 

Chavis Muhammad dismissed 
talk of succeeding Farrakhan as “wild 
speculation” and said he didn’texpect 
any problems from others who might 
have their eyes on taking over.from 


an. 
“It’s premature to talk about suc- 
cessorsto Minister Farrakhan because 


WHITMAN SAYS 
NO TO TICKET 
DEREGULATION 


TRENTON, NJ(AP) — Gov. 
Christie Whitman said Friday she is 
not yet willing to go along with an 
Assembly bill to permanently remove 
controls on how much ticket brokers 
are permitted to earn in surcharges. 

The state two years ago sus- 
i Th 


the minister is strong, healthy and vi- 
brant,” Chavi aid. “And 


ofChristministerin Cleveland, Chavis 
NAACP. 


I'm pleased to report that I have been 
embraced by all of the leadership. We 
had a good talk this morning and this 
was no surprise to them.” 

Chavis Muhammad said he has 
been preparing for his conversion by 
reading the Koran, Islam’s holy book, 
for the past five years. 

“This is not a gimmick. This is life 


Bot anera monik TE Wall feed 
after disclosing he allocated more 
than $330,000 in NAACP funds to 
quiet sexual harassment allegations, 

Allyinghimselfmoreclosely with 
Farrakhan, he helped the Nation of 
Tslam leader organize the Million Man 
March in 1995. 

Farrakhan was the chief apostle 


his wife, Martha Chavis, also is taking 
the name Muhammad and that he will 
take additional courses of study to be- 
come a Nation of Islam minister. 

“The god of Judaism is the god of 
Christianity whichis the god of Islam,” 
he said. 

A new name and religious conver- 
sion are only the latest changes for 
Chavis Muhammad. 

He burst onto the national civil 
tights scene in the 1970s as a merhber 
ofthe Wilmington 10, a group of activ- 
'onvicted in the firebombing of a 
white-owned grocery in a fight over 
school desegregation in Wilmington, 
N.C. He spent more than four years in 
North Carolina prisons before the con- 
viction was overturned. 

After working as a United Church 


Price calls for support 


Continued from page 1 

versity. "The problem isn't just the 
schools; its disengagement of parents 
and a culture that demeans high aca- 
deme performance," he noted. In 
Steinberg’s recent study of 20,000 
high school students, 50% responded 
that they could bring home grades of 
C or worse without upsetting their 
parents; 40% said their parents never 
attended school programs, and only 1 
in 3 students reported having daily 
with their parents. 


e 


ttudent peer pressure plays a sig- 


idea was Iping at con- 
certs and sports events, and to make 
tickets more readily available in an 
unfettered market. 

The Assembly passed a bill last. 
week to permanently repeal surcharge 
regulations and thus allow brokers to 
attach whatever surcharge they wish. 

But Whitman said she will not 
sign such a bill until she is sure the 
experiment has worked. The gover- 
nor said she will wait unti] the Divi- 
sion of Consumer Affairs completes 
a report on ticket prices. 

“What was the impact on he ticket 
buyer, on people who want to be able 
to go to events," Whitman said. “I 
recognize that there is legislation 
moving on its way. I would urge the 
Legislature to think very carefully 
about this until such time as we have 
the opportunity to further study it.” 

New Jersey Citizen Action, a la- 
bor-based consumer group, held a 
news conference Friday to protest the 
bill. Citizen Action director Phyllis 
Salowe-Kaye said the experiment has 
been a failure, claiming informal 
phone surveys of brokers showed 
markups of several hundred dollars 
for prized sports and concert tickets. 

Concert promoter John Scher at- 
tended the news conference to op- 
pose the bill, and Salowe-Kaye dis- 
tributed statements from Bruce 
Springsteen warning of “price goug- 
ing" by ticket brokers. 


nificant negative roll in undermining 
academic achievement according to 
Dr. Steinberg's findings, with almost 
20% of students responding that they 
did not try as hard as they could in 
school because of worries about what 
their friends might think. A high 
school English teacher whose stu- 


of Elijah who founded 
the Nation of Islam, which advocates 
separation from white society and 
adheres to strict moral and dietary 
codes. The group has been credited 
with turning around the lives of many. 
blacks. 

Chavis Muhammad saidhe would 
try to work with all groups, including 
Jews, to help find solutions to inner 
city problems. He added that while 
Farrakhan has been accused of mak- 
ing anti-Semitic statements, “I don’t 
carry that baggage.” 

“Ihave no history in thatregard,” 
Chavis Muhammad said. “I haven’t 
had any problems with the Jewish 


When We Were Kings 


Continued from page 7 


ring, George Foreman had sustained a 
gash above one eye that required 11 
stitches. The cut would have to be fully 
healed before the two fighters entered 
the ring. So, despite Don King’s whis- 
tling in the dark, the fight was post- 
poned for what turned out to be six 
weeks. 

The sports press and ticket holders 
were all thrown into turmoil, readjust- 
ing schedules and rebooking flights. 
Their vexation was minimal compared 
with those who had already made the 
trip - including the fighters and their 
entourages - and learned that President 
Mobutu was refusing to let them leave 
the country until the fight was over. 

Butfor Africans, this was a time of 
glory. And Ali used the six weeks to 
turn himselfintoan Africanking. Long 
before the match began, Ali had al- 
ready crowned himself the people's 
champion. 

"It was a great joy to see that the 
was going to happen In 


celebrate my working with the Na- 
tion of Islam." 


dents are predominantly from white. 
middle class homes observed that 
“when I check notebooks there are 
virtually no notes. They lose their. 
books and they don’t bring pens or 
notebooks to class. When I try to 
discipline, some of them just pick up 
and walk out.” 

But the forum heard about some 
successes as well. “We have per- 
suaded six urban school districts to 
agree that all of their middle school 
students will take algebra. None of 
the children will take ‘dummy-down’ 
math courses. Through this part of 
our Equity 2000 program, we have 
found that many more of our chil- 
dren are capable of mastering alge- 
bra, making them better prepared for 
college,” reported Dr. Vinetta Jones, 
national director of Equity 2000, The 
College Board. 


Africa,” says actor Malik Bowens. “At 
last the world was paying attention to 
our continent. We knew Muhammad 
Ali as a boxer but, more importantly, 
(we knew him) for his political stance. 
When we saw that America was at war 
In a third world country - Vietnam - 
and that one of the children of the U. 
said, ‘Why should fightagainst them? 
They haven’t done anything against 
me.’ For us it was extraordinary to see 
that in the America of that time, some- 
one could take such a position. He may 
have lost title, he may have lost mil- 
lions of dollars, but that’s when he 
gained the esteem of millions of Afri- 
cans.” 

The chant was taken up through- 
out Kinshasa and all around the nation: 
“Ali, Bomaye!” - which translated to, 
“Ali, kill him!” Everywhere he went, 
he was hailed as the champion. And 
Ali, as was his style, did nothing to 
discourage that impression. 

“You think the world was sur- 
prised when Nixon resigned? just 
wait'll I kick George Foreman’s be- 
hind,” Ali boasted in one of his trade- 
mark 


Yale not jail ......... 


ity, and stability among our teacher 
workforce. 

(7) Our youth must be taught the 
skills of survival and success. They 
must have a grasp of the economic sy 
stem, to allow them to effectively 
pursue jobs and create wealth. Our 
youth must be taught to market, bar- 
ter, sell, and trade--to gain the entre- 
preneurial skills that allow them to 
apply economic principles end make 
money legally. 

(8) Our children need health care 
and early childhood education pro- 
grams. Studies demonstrate the cor- 
relation between physical and mental 


the minds Qum values of our 


inour well-funded jails have common 


ste- 
Fem T 
visions of our children's future. By 
age 15 our youth have seen 18,000 
hours of television, listened to 22,000 
hours of radio, seen one quarter of a 
million conflicts resolved by kill- 
ings, spent 11,000 hours in school, 
and spent less than 3,000 hours in 
church, 

Media has, quantitatively, more 
access to the minds of our youth, and 
a qualitatively greater impact than 
churches and schools combined. 

We are calling for community 

dis Y 


well-being, Head Start 
and the ability to learn. 

(9) In a world where everyone is 
a neighbor--one button away on the 
i 6k xm 


across the country, Congressional 
and Senate hearings to address these 
issues, meetings with the President, 


sential. 
(10) We encourage the media--a 
primary factor in the development of 


VOTING MACHINE SAMPLE BALLOT 


from Congress to re- 
build the infrastructure of our 
schools. 

Rev: Jackson noted that the youth 


' -60% to 90% are high school 
dropouts 

-85% to 92% are functionally 

illiterate, 

-80% have tested drug positive, 

-75% have been jailed more than 

once. 

With a diminishing commitment 
to provide education and treatment, 
young people tend to be recycled 
through the prison systemat this alarm- 
ingly high rate. They tend to emerge 
much worse than when they entered. 

In all of our cities, we see the 
growth of massive, spacious jail com- 
plexes, filled with our youth. Yet we 
know that if we were to provide 
front-side investment, rather than 
stop-gap measures on the backside, 
this situation could reverse. There is a 
better way--invest in public schools, 
Not jails. 


Muhammad Ali training for fight 


While Ali ostensibly had that 
much confidence in his ability to win, 
he might have been the only boxing 
insider who did. 

"I don't think (Ali) can beat 
George Foreman,” the late sports com- 
mentator Howard Cosell editorialized. 
"Maybe he can pull off a miracle. But 
I can’t conjure that." 

“T’d seen Foreman fight before,” 
says George Plimpton. "I saw him 
destroy Frazier. One thing I always 
remember is, a beaten fighter, all of a 
sudden, he just diminishes in size.. 
Frazier became a pygmy while Fore- 
man suddenly became this gigantic 
figure." 

“I think Ali was scared and he 
knew he was going to be very scared 
as he got closer and closer to the 
fight," says Mailer summing up his 
observations of the weeks before the 
fight. "With his ego, he could keep 
telling himself that he would domi- 
nate Foreman, that he would dance, 
that he would make a fool of him... 
but in his private moments, he had to 
know that he had not done nearly as 
well against two fighters - Joe Frazier 
and Ken Norton - whom Foreman had 
demolished.” 

Ali’s doctor had a plane standing 
by at the airport, ready to fly the 
injured fighter to a hospital in Madrid 
should that prove necessary. Still, 
there were reasons not to begin the en 
count on Ali quite so early. 

"There was usually a press con- 
ference atthe end ofthe training day,” 


recalls noted sports columnist Vic 
Ziegel who was covering the fight for 
The New York Post. “All kept telling 
all the reporters how he was gonna 
dance for 15 rounds and we all knew 
that Ali hadn’t danced in a long time 
and that all Foreman had to do was 
take one step and the ring was cut off 
and Ali couldn't move. So our ques- 
tions were all on the order of, “You 
can’t dance against this guy. This 
guy’s gonna hurt you.’ Ali saw where 
we were leading him and he held up a 
hand and he said, ‘What you guys 
have got to rememberis, you all think 
Georgeis so bad. You think George is. 
the toughest man alive. Guys, white 
folks is a lot more afraid of black 
folks than black folks is of black 
folks.” 


“A lot of people say it was his 
biggest psyche job ever,” relates 
Gast. “Ali stayed in Zaire and was 
actually able to enjoy the time he was. 
there. He went out on trips and had a 
great time. Foreman, on the other 
hand, was miserable from the day he 
arrived there. He wanted to get in, get 
the fight over with and get out. Then 
it turned out he was going to have to 
stay an extra six weeks.” 

Noone will ever know what hap- 
pened in the minds of the two fighters 
during the six weeks in which the 
bout was delayed. But few doubt it 
was in this interim that Ali launched 
his tactical offensive. 

“We all have a moment when 
we're at the top of our game,” ex- 
plains Sonenberg, who came up with 
the film’s title. “For Muhammad Ali, 
this would be the crowning achieve- 
ment in an extraordinary career. He 
was a king amongst kings - from 
Mobutu, the resident King of Zaire, to 
James Brown, the King of Soul, to 
Don King. But Ali, he was on a whole 
other level... Ali was the King of the 
World.” 

George Foreman was a monu- 
mental obstacles to what Ali and his 
supporters perceived as his royal 
legacy. But then Ali had already chal- 
lenged and defeated the U.S. govern- 
ment. 

Finally, to the shouts of “Ali, 
Bomaye!” the greatest heavyweight 
fighter of the modern era employed 
the“Rope-a-Dope,” aright-handlead, 
constant verbal taundng and an un- 
swerving faith to unnerve, and ulti- 
mately undo, his opponent. 


Baseball season dedicated to Robinson 
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renewed effort to increase minority hiring, asking each team to establish goals 
and promising to monitor their progress. 

AI Campanis, then the general manager of the Dodgers, created a furor 10 
years ago when he said on national television of blacks: “I truly believe they 
may not have some of the necessities tobe, let’s say, a field manager or perhaps 


a general manager." 


"We've made I think considerable progress in the last five or 10 years,” 
Selig said. “We have much yet to be done. This year will be seen as an 


opportunity." 


While the percentage of minority workers in baseball’s New York offices 
has increased greatly, the percentage of increase among the teams has lagged. 
“Jack was impatient for changé and rightfully so,” Rachel Robinson said. 
"I think he would think we have not come far enough. There has been 
retrenchment in society”— a reference to scaling back of affirmative action 


programs. 


The Robinson Foundation was established by his family following his 
death in 1972. The foundation has given scholarships to 142 students and 66 
universities, and says 92 percent of them have graduated. 


MUESTRA DE LA BOLETA ELECTORAL 
SPECIAL MUNICIPAL ELECTION — ELECCION MUNICIPAL ESPECIAL 


TUESDAY, MARCH 11, 1997 — MARTES 11 DE MARZO DE 1997 
POLLS OPEN FROM 7:00 A.M. TO 8:00 P.M. — LAS URNAS ABIERTAS DE 7:00 A.M. A 8:00 PM. 


Ro bent P p/m 


Clerk, City of Newark 
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